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TO THE REDER, 


Thie boke of houſeholde, full of 


hyghe wiſedome, wꝛitten by the noble 
philoſopher & enophon, the ſcholer of 
Socrates, the whiche foꝛ his ſwete e⸗ 
loquence, and incredible facilitie, was 
ſurnamed Muſa Attica, that is to ſay, 
the ſonge of Athenes: is ryght coun⸗ 
nynly trãſlated out of the greke tonge 
into Englyſſhe. by Gentian Heruet at 
the deſire of mayſter Greffrey Pole, 
whiche boke foꝛ the welthe of this re⸗ 
alme, I deme very p2ofitable to be red 
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pea cholde. 


n IÞardeyponatime the 
SS wyle Socrates com- 
A mune ofthe oꝛdring of 
"I | an houle, ſpeakynge to 
one Critobulus, after 
this maner. Telle me 
1 Critobulus, is the oꝛ⸗ 
| =— dringe of an houſe, the 
name ofa ſcience; lykewyſe as phiſyke is, 
and maſons and carpenters crafte? So me 
thinketh, ſayd Lritobulus, Whether than 
may we tel, what is the dutie, and the pꝛo⸗ 
pꝛe office, of the oꝛdrynge of an houſe, like 
wiſe as we can tell of other craftes and ſci⸗ 
ences: Me thynketh, ſayde Critobulus, 
it longeth to a good husbande, and a good 
oꝛdrer of an houſe, to guide wel and oꝛder 
his owne houſe. But yet ſayd So. If one 


dyd put him in truſt, and charge him to oꝛ⸗ 


der his houſe, coude not he oꝛder it as wel 
as his owne, if he wolde: For he that hath 
acarpenters crafte well, be can worke as 
wel fo: an other, as he can fo: hym ſelfe, 7 
may not a good buoban d, wel expert in the 
oꝛdrynge of an houſe, do lyke wyſe? e 
keinen yes, good Socrates. Thanne a 
2 ui man 


\ 

Xenophons treatiſe | 
man, ſayde Socrates, that is well ſene in 
that ſcience, though be haue no\ſubſtance, 
noꝛ no goodes hym ſelfe, maye get his ly⸗ 
uyng, and haue good wages, if he wyll oꝛ⸗ 
der an other mans houſe, as welas he that 
buyldeth an houſe. In good faythe, ſayde 
Critobulus, he were worthy to haue very 
good wages, if he coulde take an other 
mans houſe in hande, and do euery thyng, 
that belogeth to it, 7 make the hous better 
in goodes and in ſ ubſtaunce. But what do 
we meane by the houſe, whether is it no⸗ 
thing els but the bare houſe, oꝛ whether al 
maner of thynges, that a man hath oute of 
the houſe, be belonginge to the hous? e 
thynketh, ſard Crito.that althoughe that, 
that a man hath, be not within the towne, 
where he dwelleth, but in the countrey, oꝛ 
any where els, that all doth belonge to the 
hous, what ſo euer a mã hath. And be there 
not ſome men, that haue enmyes? Ves ma⸗ 
ry, ⁊ a gret meiny to. And ſhal we ſay, that 
their enmies be their goodes oꝛ ſubſtances 

By my feyth it were a mery ieſte, if he that 
bath cauſed vs to haue mo enmyes thã we 
had, wold haue a rewarde fo: it beſyde, foꝛ 
bycauſe we haue iuged a mans houſe, and 
that that a man hath, to be al one. Ve but Y 
do not accompte that amonge a mans ſub⸗ 
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ſtance and goodes,that is nought and hurt 
ful vnto him, but that that is good and pꝛo: 
fitable. Than, as farre as I ſe, ye cal that a 
mans goodes and ſubſtaunce, that is pꝛofi- 
table vnto hym? Ye mary do J, and ſuche 
thinges as be hurtful, I cal them domages 
and not goodes , And what if a man bye a 
hoꝛſe, that he can not ryde, but fall downe 
from his backe, and ſo doo him ſelfe a dyſ⸗ 
pleaſure, is not that hoꝛſe his goodes? No 
by my faye, ſeing thoſe thinges be goodes 
that be good. Hoꝛ the grounde than ſhall 
not be called goodes vnto a mã, the which 
occupieth it ſo, that he hath domage by it. 
Ho: the ground ſhal not be called goodes, 
if where that a man ſhoulde be founde and 
noꝛiſhed by it, he dyeth foꝛ hungre. Than 
it fareth lykewyſe by ſhepe, If a man bath 
any domage, by the reaſon that he can not 
guyde them, not oꝛder them as he ſhulde, 
the ſhepe ſhall not be goodes vnto hym 2 
Me thynketh no. Than, as farre as it ſe⸗ 
meth by vou, ye cal thoſe thinges goodes, 
that be pꝛofitable, and thoſe thynges that 
be hurtefull be no goodes? So me thyn⸗ 
keth. Than one ſelfe thynge ſhal be called 
goodes vnto him that ca vſe it as he ſhuld, 
⁊ to hym that can not, it ſhalbe no goodes: 
like wiſe as recoꝛders be goodes vnto him 
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that can play on them ſomwhat accoꝛding: 
but vnto him that can not, they be no other 
wiſe good tha ſtones, that be vnpꝛofitable, 
excepte a man do ſelle them. And ſoo lyke 
wyſe by the recoꝛders, if we ſel them, they 
ve good: but if we kepe them, and can not 
occupie the, they be no goodes. We muſt 
nodes agree in this tale, ſeing we haue ſaid 
afoꝛe, that thoſe thynges, that be pꝛofita⸗ 
ble be goodes. Hot the recoꝛders, as long 
as we kepe them vnſolde, they be no goo 
des, fot they do ps no good: but if they be 
ſold, they be goodes. Pe mary, ſaid So. if 
one haue the wirto ſel the wel. But if one 
do ſell them, that can not oꝛder hym ſelfe, 
euen whan they he al reqy ſold, they be no 
goodes, according to your tale. Me thin⸗ 
keth ye ſaye ſyꝛ Socr. that noꝛ yet money 
nother is goodes, excepte a ryan can vſe it. 
So me thinketh,yc haue graunted alredy, 
that thoſe thynges be called goodes, that 
a man getteth any p2ofite by. But if a man 
did beſtowe his money vpon an harlot, and 
that by the reaſon of dayelye conuerſation 
with her, his bodye were the weaker, his 
ſoule the woꝛſe diſpoſed, and his houſe the 
woꝛſekepte and oꝛdered, howe ſhuld mo⸗ 
ney be pꝛofitable vnto hym © It can not be 
in no caſe, excepte paraduenture we on 
ca 
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call our goodes a poyſon, the which whan 
a ma doth cate of it, it bꝛingeth him out of 
bis witte. But as for money, frend Crito⸗ 
bulus, ifa man cannot vſe it, as he ſhulde, 
let him caſt it away farre fromhim , Foꝛ it 
is nother pꝛofitable vnto hym, noꝛ may be 
called goodes. But as foꝛ frendes, if ami 
can vſe them, ſo that be get ſome ptofite of 
them, what ſhal we ſay that they be? Goo⸗ 
des foꝛſoth, ſayd Lrito . and moche mote 
than ſhepe oꝛ oxen, ſeinge they be a great 
deale moꝛe pꝛoſitable. Than, accoꝛding to 
your tale, our enmies lykewylſe be goodes 
vnto him, that can geat pꝛofite of them. So 
me thĩketh. And it is a point thã of a good 
huſbãd, and a good oꝛdꝛer of an houſe, to 
haue awaye, to vſe his enmies ſoo, that he 
may get ſome pꝛofit by them. In any caſe. 
Foꝛ ye ſe wel inoughe, good Crito. howe 
many mean mens houſes, and howe many 
loꝛdes 7 kingis domimons haue ben increa 
ſed and amplyed by the reaſon of warre. 
Foꝛſoth ſyꝛ So. me thinketh ye haue very 
wel ſpoken in this matter, but what thinke 
vou by this; whan that we ſe that ſom mẽ, 
which haue ſciences, good wages, ⁊ good 
pꝛopꝛeties, wherby they might make their 
houſes the better, if they wolde put them 
ſelf to it: yet we may wel ſe z ꝑceiue, they 
A. iiii. woll 
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woll not do it. And therfoꝛe we ſe, that the 
ſciẽces ⁊ good pꝛopꝛeties, that they haue, 
auayle them nothynge: whether than ſhal 
thoſe ſciences, that they haue, be accomted 
foꝛ their goodes and ſubſtance, oꝛ foꝛ ſome 
what els? Ye ſaid Socra.me thynketh, ye 
meane that, by bond men, and by ſome vile 
perſons. Ro by my feyth J: but I ſpeake 
of ſome of them, that be honeſt mens ſon⸗ 
nes and gentilmennes to, the whiche J le, 
that ſome of them, that be experte bothe in 
thoſe thynges,that longe to warre,and al- 
ſo to peace, yet they woll not put them ſel 
fes to none of them.and me thinketh, they 
ſhuld be ina better caſe, if they were bond 
men. F oꝛ J ſuppoſe, that they do not that 
that they ſhuld, foꝛ bycaufe they lacke mai⸗ 
ſters to putte them to it. Bowe canne that 
ſtande, ſayde Socrates, that they haue no 
maiſters, whan that they deſiring to line in 
welthe and felicitie,and mynded to do that 
that wolde be foꝛ their pzofit:their loꝛdes 
and ſuperiours do let them, that they ſhall - 
not do it? And what be they, ſayde Crito⸗ 
bulus, that be inuiſible, and yet oꝛdꝛe them 
thus? Hay they be not all ſoo inuiſible, no, 
Iwis they be clere inoughe to euery mans 
ſight. And ye knowe well pour ſelfe, they 
be moſte vngratious and moſt miſcheuous 
of all, 
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of all, if ſlonthfulnes, ſluggardiſe, lacb e of 
ſtomacke and quickeneſſe, lacke of tabnge 
hede, and alſo negligence mape be take foꝛ 
vngratiouſnes. And beſide theſe, there be 
other deceitfull ladies, the which do come 
in vnder the colour 7 name of pleaſures , 
playenge at dice and cardes, vnpꝛofytable 
triflynge and kepynge company with vn⸗ 
thꝛiftes, the whiche in pꝛoces of tyme do 
ſhewe playnlye vnto they: adherentes, by 
them deceiued, that among pleſures, there 
is ſomme wo and ſome ſoꝛowe myngled. 
Theſe ladies kepe them ſo in ſeruage and 
thꝛaldome, that they can not be ſuffred to 
do nothynge, that is fo: they: pꝛofytte. Ve 
but there be ſome other, good Socru. the 
which haue no ſuch, to let them from their 
buſines, but rather applye them ſelfes wel 
fauoꝛdly to theyꝛ buf ines, and ſeke and ima 
gin al the waies poſſible to get them good 
with al: yet they do ſtroye them ſelfes, mi⸗ 
niſhe their liuelode, ⁊ diſtroy their houſes. 
And as concernyng to fynde any remedy, 
they beat their wittes endes. And they 
alio, ſaide Socrates, be lyke wyſe bonde⸗ 
men, as other be, and haue ouer them very 
ſore and cruell felowes to their maiſters. 
Some of them be in the thꝛaldome of glo⸗ 
tony, ſome of licoꝛouſnes, ſome of dꝛonken⸗ 

A. v. nes, 
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Xenophons treatiſe 
nes, ſome of yayne pꝛyde, and coſtly payne 
gloꝛye, the whiche kepe their ſubiectes ſo 
ſoꝛe in ſeruitude and bondage, that as long 
as they le them pong and luſtie, and able to 
woꝛke, they make them to bꝛinge them all 
that euer they can get, to beſtowe it vpon 
their luſtis and pleaſures. But whan they 
perceyue, they be ſo old, that they can not 
woꝛke, then they let them alone with a nuf 
chiefe, to liue wꝛetchedly in their old age, 
and ſeke other, that they may bꝛynge into 
their ſeruice lykewyſe. But it behoucth 
gentil Critobulus, to ſtriue and fight with 
them foꝛ our own libertie, none other wiſe, 
than we wolde with them, the which, with 
naked ſwoꝛdes and weapons in their han⸗ 
des, go about to bꝛing vs in to thꝛaldome 2 
ſeruptude. Enmpes, if that they be good 
| honeſt men, whan they haue brought ſome 
| men into their ſubiection, they cauſe many 
| to be moche better, teachynge them to be 
reuly and teperate,that afoꝛe wer to high 
mynded and to fierce, But as for theſe la⸗ 
dies, they neuer ceſſe, but be euermoꝛe pu⸗ 
| niſhing,beatinge,and turmentinge the bo⸗ 
1 dies, the ſoules, and the houſes of the that 
they haue vnder:and that tizey do as longe 
as they be their maiſtreſſes. Then Crito⸗ 
„ bulus ſaide vnto hymafter this W 
O 
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fot this matter me thinketh, Yhave harde 
you ſpeke ſufficientely in it. And whan J 
grope and ſerche wel my cõſcience, J find, 
that me thinketh, J can very well refraine 
all maner of ſuch thynges. Wherfoꝛe if ye 
wil gyue me counſail, howe J maye do, to 
encreaſe ⁊ make my hous better, I thinke, 
J ſhall be nothinge let of them that ye call 
ladyes. And therfoꝛe tell me with a good 
wil, if ye haue any goodnes in this matter. 
2: els ye thynke parauenture, that we be 
ryche inoughe, and nede no moꝛe goodes. 
By my faith, ſaide Socrates, in de de, if ye 
ſpeake of me, I nede no mote goodes, but 
J am ryche inough. But as foꝛ you Lrito- 
bulus, me thinketh ye be very pooꝛe. And 
by the feithe J owe to god, I haue ſome⸗ 
times gret pitie of vou. Than Critobulus 
laughinge ſaide: And J pꝛay vou for god- 
dis ſake, if al your goodes were ſold, what 
ſhulde ye haue fo: them? And what ſhulde 
J haue fo: inyne, if J wolde ſelle them? 
J thynke, ſayd Socrates, that if I myght 
mete with a good byer, I ſhulde haue wel 
fort my houſe, and fot all my goodes a. v. oꝛ 
vi. marke. But as for yours, I know very 
wel, that ye ſhulde haue an hundꝛed tymes 
moꝛe. And ye that knowe this, do ye think 
your ſelfe, that ye lacke no moꝛe 110 

an 
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and haue pite of me, bicauſe of mv pouerte. 
Foꝛ that that J haue is ſufficient inough to 
fynde me that that is neceſſary. But foꝛ to 
meintein your ſtate, and the woꝛſhyp, that 
ye haue taken vpon you, me ſemeth, that if 
ye had foure tymes as moche moꝛe, as ve 
haue, it were not inoughe. And howe ſo, 
ſayd Critobulus? Than ſayde Socrates: 
Fyꝛſte of all J ſe, that ye muſt nedes make 
many feaſtis and many great bankettes, oꝛ 
the people wyll ſkante abyde the ſighte of 
vou. Moꝛe ouer ye muſt receiue into your 
houſes many ſtrangers, and intreate them 
honoꝛably, keping good hoſpitalitie. Fur⸗ 
thermoꝛe, ve muſt byd many men to dyner, 
and do them ſome pleaſure, oꝛ elles at your 
nede, ye ſhal haue no manne to helpe you. 
Moꝛeouer, g perceiue, that the citie of A⸗ 
thenes beginneth to put you to many gret 
charges, as to fynde hoꝛſes, to helpe to 
builde thinges longing to the cite,to make 
muſters of me, to cauſe goodly vageates to 
be made, ⁊ goodly plates to be plaide.But 
if there come in war ones, I am ſure, they 
wyll haue ſo moche money frõ you, what in 
taxes, what in ſubſidies, and what in pꝛea⸗ 
ſtis, that ye ſhall ſcant be able to beare it. 
Andifye ſeme to paye ſomwhat leſſe than 
your power 1s, they woll punyihe you as 
oꝛe, 
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ſoꝛe, as thoughe they had founde you robe 
- binge the common treaſoꝛie. Beſyde this, 
g ſe that ye haue this opymon, that ye be 
riche, and that ye care not to get no moꝛe 
goodes, 7 that ye gyuc your ſelfe to vaine 
and chyldiſhe pleaſures,as ye may wel do, 
The whiche thynges do moue me to haue 
compaſſion of you, fearynge leſt ye fal into 
ſome myſfoꝛtune, and into great pouertye 
without any remedye. And as foꝛ me, if J 
had nede, I trowe ye knowe very wel, that 
there be many, that wolde helpe me: in ſo 
moch that if they gaue me but euery man a 
littel, I ſhulde haue moꝛe than the degree 
of my liuing doth require. But as foꝛ your 
frendes, although they haue moꝛe to kepe 
them in their degre, thã ye haue foꝛ yours: 
yet they loke, that ye ſhulde helpe theym. 
Than ſayde Lrytobulus, I haue nothyng 
to ſay agaynſt you in this matter: But it is 
time foꝛ vou to inſtruct me with ſome good 
pꝛeceptes, to thintent that I be not ſo my⸗ 
ſerable in dede, that ye may haue compaſſi⸗ 
on on me with a good cauſe. Than ſayde 
Socrates: Do not ye thynke pour ſelfe, 
that ye do a very ſtrange, and a meruailous 
thynge, that but a pꝛaty whyle ago, whan 
J ſayde, that J was riche, ye lough at me, 
as though J knew not what riches mened, 
and 
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and neuer ſtinted;til ye had put me to a re- 


duke, and made me to confeſſe, that J had 
not the hũdreth part of that, that ye haue, 
and nowe ye byd me to inſtructe you, and 
ſet my diligence, that ve be not pooꝛe in ve 
ry dede. Foꝛ I le wel good So. ſayd Cri⸗ 
tobulus, that ye haue in you the caſte, to 
make a man ryche in dede, that is to make 
him haue plentie and abundaunce. And J 


truſte, he that of a littel thing can make plẽ 


tie and abundaunce, ſhall do it moche moze 
lightlier of many great thynges. 
¶ Be ye not remembꝛed of our comuning 


a pꝛaty while ago, whan g coude in no caſe 


contrary your ſayinge, that to him that can 
not vſe hoꝛſes, hoꝛſes be no goodes vnto 
hym, noꝛ lande, noꝛ ſhepe, noꝛ money, no2 
nothing els, and yet of ſuch thinges a man 
may get great pꝛofite and vantage? But as 
fot me, how do ye thinke, that I can vſe 02 
oꝛder ſuche thinges, that had neuer none: 
But me thought, that although a man had 
nother money, noꝛ goodes, yet there was 


a certaine ſcience of gyding and oꝛdring of 


an houſe. And what letteth you, that ve 
may not haue the ſame ſcience? Loke what 
doth let a man to playe vpon recoꝛdero, if 
nother he had neuer none him ſelfe, noꝛ bo 
rowed none of no body : the ſelfe ſame un⸗ 
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pedimẽt haue J in the oꝛdring of anhous. 
Foꝛ J neuer had nother inſtrumẽtes, that 
is goodes and money of min owne, to lerne 
by it, noꝛ there was neuer no bodye, that 
charged me with his goodes to ouerſe thẽ 
oꝛ to oꝛdꝛe them, except ye parauenture be 
diſpoſed todo. But ye knowe well, that 
they that lerne firſt to play vpon an harpe, 
they ſpyll the harpe: So if I ſhulde nowe 
lerne on your houſehold, howe to kepe an 
| houſe, I ama ferde, leſt I ſnulde deſtroye 
! your houſe. Ha, ve go aboute very buſyly 
and redily to auoide, that ye wol not helpe 
me to beare, and ſuſteyne with me parte of 
my buſines. Be my faye, that do J not: Y 
woll be glad with all myne harte, to ſewe 
vou all that euer I can. But I thinke this 
that if ye came to my houſe foꝛ ſome fyꝛe, 
and I had none, if I bꝛought you to an o⸗ 
ther place, where ye mighte haue ſome, ye 
wolde not be diſpleaſed with me. And if 
ye came, and aſked me water, and I hadde 
none, if I bꝛought vou into a place, where 


re myghte dꝛawe ſome, ve coud not blame 


me. And if ye wolde, that I ſhulde teache 
you muſicke, if I did ſhew you other men, 
moꝛe expert in it, than J am my ſelfe, and 
that wolde be gladde and faync to teache 
vou what coulde ye blame me, if I dyd ſo? 

J coulde 
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IJ coude not do it with a good cauſe, Ther 
fore I will hewe you, that theſe thynges, 
which ye deſire ſo inſtãtly of me, that there 
be other men moꝛe counning, and moꝛe ex⸗ 
perte in them than J am. And this J graf 
vou, that I haue hadde a greate mynde to 
knowe, which were the moſte counnynge, 
and the mooſte experte in all the citie. Fo! 
whan J did ſometyme conſidꝛe, that in one 
wo2ke, one buſines, and one thyng doinge » 
ſome wared very poore, and ſomme verye 
riche, I maruciled,and me thought, it was 
a thynge to be well conſydered, howe that 
ſhuld be. And thus conſideryng, J found, 
: that this happened none otherwyſe, then 
; the thyng it ſelfe and reaſon wolde, Foꝛ Y *? 
ſawe, that they that behaued them ſelfes 
raſſhely in theyꝛ buſines, had domage and 
loſſe by it: and they, that with diſcretion , 
witte, and good aduiſement applied they: 
buſynes, bꝛoughte theyꝛ mattiers to paſſe 
moꝛe quickelp, moꝛe eaſply, and with moꝛe 
auantage. Of the whiche J thinke that ye 
may lerne, ⁊ ſo by the grace of god, come 
to be a dery ryche man, with moche wyn⸗ 
ning and lucre. Rowe by my feyth Þ wpll 
neuer let you be in reſte, vntylthe tyme ye 
ſnewe afoꝛe theſe frẽdes of pours, that ye 
ſpcake of, that that ye haue promyſed — 
| ut 


* >: — . 
e % ———. EO THY POO TO Re Pry ec SR + et Mn, 


_— 


* 
MT - <7 >. 


| 
| 
3 
8 
| 


| of houſeholde. 5 
But what wolde ye ſaye, if I dydde ſhewe 
you ſome men, the which haue builded fot 


verye moche money, vnpꝛofitable houſes, 


without any good caſt, oꝛ any good cõmo⸗ 
vitie : and other that fot leſſe coſte a great 
dele, haue made houſes, lackpnge nothing 
that longeth to an houſe, wyll ye not ſaye, 
that I do ſhewe pou a point of a good oꝛ⸗ 
dꝛer of an houſe? Yes veryly ſayde Crito⸗ 
bulus, what if I ſnewe you next and accoꝛ 
dynge to the ſame, that ſome men haue mo 
che houſeholde ſtuffe, and of all ſoꝛtes, and 
whã they haue nede of it, they can not vſe 
it, but it is to ſeche, and they can not telle 
whether it be loſt oꝛ ſaue leide vp? And fot 
this cauſe they be wonderslye greued in 
their mindes, and vere 7 trouble their ſer⸗ 
uantes and nothinge elles. And alſo other 
men, the whiche haue no moze, but rather 


leſſe, haue eucry thing redy at hand, whan 


they haue nede of it. What ſhulde be the 
cauſe of it, gentil Socra. but that the tone 
doth caſte aſyde euery thynge folyſſhelye, 
without any oꝛder:and the tother layth vp 
euery thynge in his place? There ye ſaide 
wel, ſaid Soc. And he not only ſetteth e⸗ 
uery thyng in his place, but alſo in ſuche a 
place as is mete and conuenient to ſet it in. 
Me ſemeth , ſayde Crito. _ re ar 1 

this 
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this alſo is a pointe of a good oꝛdrer of an 
houo. And what if I ſhew you, that in one 
place all the bondemen and ſeruauntes be 
tyed faſte, and yet they runne awaye often 
tymes:and in an other place they be loſed, 
wyllyng to abyde and labour with al they: 
bartes,wil ye not thinke this a good point 
ofa houſe keper, worthy to be loked pp6? 
Yes mary,ſaid Lritobulus,'7 very worthy 
to be loked vp. And what if Y ſhewe pou 
houſebande men, of the whiche ſome com⸗ 
playne and ſaye, that they dye foꝛ hunger, 
fot all theyꝛ houſebandꝛy, and ſomme that 
haue plentie, of al maner of thinges neceſ⸗ 
ſary, by the reaſon of their houſebandrye. 
Pe mary, ſaide Eritobulus, paraduenture 
they beſtowe their money 7 their goodes, 
not where they ſhuld, but in ſuche thynges 
as be hur tefull both to theym and to their 
bouſes. In dede there be ſome ſuche ſayde 
Socra. but Y do not ſpeke of them, but of 
thoſe, the which cal them ſelfe houſebande 
men, ⁊ pct they can icant get their meate 2 
their dꝛinke. And what ſhulde be the cauſe 
of this gentill Soc. J will bꝛinge you pnto 
them, ſaid Soc. and whan ye fe them, than 
ſhall ve lerne. Mary that wyll J, if that Y 
can. Ve but firſt ye muſt pꝛoue your ſelfe, if 
ye ſhalbe able to knowe it, whan ye ſe 1 
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gt cometh into my mynde nowe, that ye. 
wold riſe pery yerly, and goa great wap, 
to ſc enterludes played, 2 that ye wold in⸗ 
treat me nedes to go with you, but ye nes 
uer bad me to ſucha ſight. Thi ye thinke, 
mine owne Soc. that Yam worthye to be 
laughed to ſcoꝛne of you, Ve but of your 
ſelfe moche moꝛe. But what if I doſhewe 
* ſome men, the which by the reaſon of 

eping of horſes, haue ben brought to ex⸗ 
ſtreme pouerte, 7 other, the which by the 
reaſon of it, haue made theym ſelues ryche 
men, and haue gotten ſo gret ſubſtãce, that 
they liue lyke loꝛdes ? J haue ſcene theim, 
and I knowe them both, but haue neuer 
the moꝛe vantage foꝛ that. The cauſe of it 
is, that ye beholde them lyke wyſe, as ye 
loke vpon the plaiers of ent erludes, not to 
thintẽt that ye may be a poete, but fo2 a paz 
ſtime 7 a recreation. And paraucture ye do 
well in that, fo: ye be not mynded to be a 
poete, but where ye be cõpelled to kepe 7 
fynde hoꝛſes, wyl ye not iudge your ſelfea 
foole, if ye go not about to ſtudye a reme-⸗ 
dy, that ye be not ignoꝛaunt in that behalfe, 
ſeinge that the ſelfe ſame thynges be good 
to the vſe, and pꝛoſitable to be ſolde? Your 
mynde is that J ſhuldbreke hoꝛſes? Roo 
by * faythe it, no moꝛe thanne if ye wold 
B ii haue 
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aue a good laboter, I wold giue you coll⸗ 
elto buinge him vp of achilde. But there 
be ages both of horſes and of me, the whi⸗ 
che be immediately pꝛofitable, and do day⸗ 
ly ſo growe, that they doo moꝛe good one 
daye than an other, Furthermoꝛe J canne 
ſhew you ſome mè, the which haue ſo vſed 
and oꝛdred their wiucs, that they comfort 
them and helpe them toward the inereſing 
of their houſe : and ſome that haue ſuche 
wiucs,the which deſtroy vtterly thehous, 
and ſo the moſte parte of men haue. But 
who is to be blamed fo: this, the huſebãde 
oꝛ the wyfe, good Socrates ? Aſhepe, if 
it do not well, foꝛ the moſte parte we doo 
blame the ſheperde. And a hoꝛſe moſt cõ⸗ 
monly, if he be ſkittiſge, and do ſome diſple 
ſure, we blame the bꝛeker. And a wyfe like 
wiſe, if her houſebande teache her well, if 
ſhe do not folowe ie, ſhe is parauenture to 
blame. But if he do not teache her, if ſye be 
rude, vnwomanly, and wytles, is not he to 
be blamed? Yes by my faithe, ſayde Crito. 
And ſeing that we be frendes, ⁊ may ſpeke 
plainly betwene our ſelues, Js there euer 
any other wyſe man, that ye truſt ⁊ charge 
ſoo moche in your buſines, as ye doo your 
wyfe? No foꝛſoth, ſayde he. And is there 
any, that re commune leſſe with, then ye be 
wit 
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with her? No by my fayth, and if there be 
any, they be very fewe. Yve maried her vez 
ry yonge, whan ſhe hadde nother ſene noꝛ 
harde moche of the wo:lde , Wherfoꝛe it 
wer mote tobe marueiled at, ifſhe knew 
and did as ſ e ſhuld, than ifihe dyd amyſſe. 


Critobu. They, the whiche ye ſaye, haue 


good wyues, haue they taught them ſo in 
dede?Socrates, It is a thing not to ſtand 
long vpon. Fort I wyl bꝛynge you my wyfe 
Aſpaſia, tbe which ſyal ſewe you all this 
better than I my ſelfe. But me thynketh, 
that a wife, beinge a good companion, and 
a good felowe to her huſbid in a houſe, ia 
very neceſſary, and within a lyttel as moch 
woꝛthe as the houſebande. Foz common 
goodes ⁊ ſubſtance do come into the houſe 
by the labour and peine of the man, but the 
woman is ſhe foꝛ the moſte parte, that ke⸗ 
peth and beſtoweth it, where nede is. And 
if theſe two thynges ſtande well together, 
and be well oꝛdeyned, the houſes doo ins 
creace, if not, they muſte nedes decape. 
Moꝛeouer me thinketh, that I can ſhewe 
you in al ſciences them, that do worke and 
labour, accordynge as they ſhoulde, if ye 
thynke that tt nedeth. But what nede you 
to reherſe them all good Socratee, ſayde 
Critobulus: For it is nother poſſible for a 
B Ut man 
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man to haue wokemen of all faculties, ſus 
che as ſhulde be: noꝛ him ſelfe to be expert 
in al. Mut as for ſuche ſciences,as be moſte 
honourable, and maye become me well to 
occupie them, them I wolde ye dyd ſhewe 
me , and alſo thoſe men, the whiche applye 
them ſelfes vnto them. And ye of your ſide 
helpe to teache me, and further me in them 
as moche as ye can, Ve ipeake verye well 
fricnde Lritobulus, ſayde Socrates. For 
ſuche craftes, as be called handy craftes, 
they be very abrecte and vile, and lyttel re- 
girded and eſtemed in cities and common 
welthes: Foꝛ they do deſtroye the bodies 
of thoſe, that do occupie them, whan they 
make them to ſytte euer moꝛe at home, and 
to be fedde vppe alwaye in the Made, and 
ſome make them to ſtande all the daye ſta⸗ 
rynge on the fyꝛe. And whan the bodye is 
ones tender and feble, the ſtomake and ſpi⸗ 
rite muſte nedes ware a greate deale the 
weaker And agayne, they haue ſmale ley⸗ 
ſure to ſette then mynde and dilygence to 
doo their friendeo any good, noꝛ allo the 
common welthe, Wherfoꝛe ſuch men ſeme 
to be but a ſmall comforte to their friendeo 
at a nede, noꝛ no good menne to ſuccoure 
theyicountrey in tyme of teoperdy, And 
For a ſuertic, in ſome cities and common 
! \ welthes, 
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welthes, and ſpecially ſuche as be dayly in 
war re, it is not laufull to neuer a cyteſen to 
occupie no handy crafte. And what facul⸗ 
tyco wyll ye counſaylle me to vſe, gentille 
Socrates?! Socrates. Let not ysthynke 
ſcoꝛne, noꝛ be aſhamed to folowe the kyng 
of the Perſis. For they ſaye, that he, ſup⸗ 
poſinge the ſcience of warre, and alſo of 
bouſebaiidry to be moſte honourable, and 
alſo neceſſary among other faculties, doth 
regarde and exercyſe thepm wonderſly. 
And whan Critobulus harde that, he ſaid: 
Do ye thynke, that the kyng of Perſia cas 
reth any thynge foꝛ houſebandry © If we 
conſyder it after this maner, ſaide Socras 
tes, we ſhall paraduenture come to know- 
ledge, whether he dothe oꝛ not. For every 
manne graunteth , that he ſetteth ſoze his 
ſtudy vpon ſuche thynges, as long to war. 
Foꝛ it is appoynted to euery licutenaunte 
and loꝛdes of the coũtreis vnderneth him, 
bowe many men of armes, moꝛiſpikes, bil 
les, archers, and croſebowes, they ſhall 
haue redy intheyz wages, eyther to kepe 
bis ſubiec tes from rebellion for feare, oꝛ to 
kepe the countrey,ifenmyes do inuade it. 
Weſyde theſe, he laycth gariſons in all the 
tow:co and caſtelo and there is a capitayn 
pointed to pay them trucly theyr wages, 
B. Ut. and 
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and to ſe that there be no faulte in it. And 
the king cauſeth eucry tweluemonthe the 
muſters to be made of al the that be in hio 
ages, and be apointed to be redy in hars 
is at any tyme, and ſo bzyngeth them all 
together,thoſe reſerucd that be in gariſss 
into a place, thatthey cal the place of conn 
gregation. And ſuche ao he mghe his ma⸗ 
nour and his dwellynge place, be ouerlo⸗ 
keth them him ſelfe. But they that dwel in 
farrecountreys, he ſendeth thyther ſome 
that he truſteth beſt,to haue the ouerſight 
of them. And thoſe heedeo, rulers, and ca⸗ 
pitaines, whether they haue many oꝛ fewe 
vnder them, if they bꝛynge foꝛth they? full 
nombꝛe, that io a pointed vnto them, well 
harneiſed, and well hoꝛſed, and well furni⸗ 
ſhed of al mater of thinges, he giueth very 
great praiſe and honour to the lieutenites 
and to the loꝛdes, and giueth them many 
great giftes and rewardes, ſo that they be 
riche foꝛ euer. But whan he fyndeth, that 
his loꝛdeo, hio lieutenauntes, and deputies 
haue no regarde to the capitaines of hio 
ſoudiouro, but catche and pul, and care but 


* 


only foꝛ their owne vantage, he puniſheth 


thẽ ſore, he putteth the out of their officis 
and ſetteth other in their ſtede. In doinge 
thoſe thinges, there is no mi that "age 
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but that he applieth his minde and his ſtu⸗ 
dy very ſoꝛe to warre. But beſide thio, all 
the cuntrey, that is therby, where he dwel 
leth, he rydeth aboute hym ſelfe, takynge 
hee and markynge howe it io tylled and 
laboured. But whan a countrey io ſo farre 
bf, that he can not com to ſe it hym ſelfe, he 
ſendeth them, that he truſteth beſt, to over 
ſe it. And whan he fyndeth, that his lieute 
nantes and deputies do kepe the coũtrey 
wel inhabited, the ground wel plowed and 
” labourcd,ful of ſuch trees as the countrey 
ö 


wyll beare, he pꝛomoteth them to the rule 
of moꝛe countres, he geueth the gret pres 
ſenteo, and dothe them great honour. But 
whan he findeth the cofitrey deſert and vn 
habited, the grounde vntilled and vnlabou 
red,bycauſe of their negligence, wronges 
doing, extoꝛſtons, ⁊ cruelties, he puniſheth 
them, he putteth them out of their offices, 
and ſetteth other in their rowmes. In do⸗ 
ing theſe thinges, do ye thynke, that he ſet 
teth leſſe his minde to haue his coũtre wel 
; replenyſſhed;of dwellers, and well tylled 
and labour ed, then that ſouldiours ſhulde 
defende it well? Moꝛeouer, of the lieute⸗ 
nauntes and deputies, that he hath , One 
man hath not the charge of two thinges at 
ones, For ſome of theymbeappointed to 
| B. v. haue 
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haue the ouerſyght of the housbande men 
and labourers , and to gether tythes and 
tributes of them. And there be other, that: 
haue the ouerſighte of the ſouldiouro, and 
of the garriſons, And if the lyeutenaunt of 
the gariſon do not his duete, in keping and 
defendyng the countrey, he that is the lieu 
tenaunte of the huſbande men and labous 
rers, accuſeth the tother lyeutenaunt, that 
they can not plye their worke foꝛ lacke of 
good defence. But if the lieutenaunte of 
the garyſon dothe his duetie, and kepeth 
the coũtre in peace, ſo that they may woꝛk 


at theyꝛ pleaſure, and the lieutenant of the 


houoband men doth not ſe to the countrep, 
that it be well inhabited, and that the hous 
bande menne applye they: wonke as they 
Mulde, than the lieutenaunt ofthe gariſon 
accuſeth him againe, F oꝛ whan the houſe- 
bande men do not labour well, the ſouldi⸗ 
ours can ſcant gette vitaylcs, noꝛ the king 
can haue his tribute. And in ſomme coun⸗ 
treys of 'Þcrſta, a great loꝛd, that they cal 
Satrapa, occupicth the rowme of bothe 
lycutenauntes, Than ſpake Lritobulus, 
and ſarde: If the kyng dothe, as ye ſaye, 
he taketh as moch hede to housbandry,as 
he doth to warre, Soc. Moꝛouer, in what 
lo euer cuntrey helicth,and where ſo = 
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he maketh his abydynge, he ſettethe his 
mynde to haue goodlye fayꝛe gardeynes, 
that they call in theyꝛ tongue Paradiſe, full 
of all maner of thynges, that the earthe 
bꝛyngethe forthe . And there he bydethe 
for the mooſte parte, as longe as the tyme 
of the yere doth not let hym 
Than by my faythe, ſayde Lritobulus, ſe⸗ 
inge that he bideth there him ſelfe, he muſt 
nedes do his diligẽce, that theſe gardeines 
maye be as fayꝛe and as goodly as can be, 
well replenyſſſhed with trees, and all ma⸗ 
ner of thynges. that the earth can bꝛynge 
forthe, And alſo ſome ſaye, good Crito⸗ 
bulus, ſayd Socrates, that whan the king 
gyucth any rewardes, that he calleth them 
fyrſte, that haue bebaucd them ſelfes man⸗ 
ly in the warres, bycauſe it were to none 
effecte, to tyll and labour the grounde, ex⸗ 
cept there were ſome, that ſhuld defend it. 
And nexte to theim he calleth thoſe, that 
haue pꝛouided, that the coũtrey ſhuld not 
be ydell, but well occupyed and laboured, 
ſaying, that the valiant men of warre coud 
not lyue, if the good labourers were not. 
And they ſay,that Cyꝛus, the which hath 
bena very famous, and an excellent kynge, 
ſayd vpon a tyme vnto them, that he called 
ynto hym, to grue them a - 
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yin ſelfe was well worthy to haue the res 
wardes of them bothe. For he ſayde, that 
he was very good both to ſe the coũtreye 
wel laboured, and alſo to kepe ⁊ defend it. 
Foꝛſothe, ſayde Critobulus, if Cyꝛus dyd 
ſay ſo, he dyd ſ ew playnly, that he had 8s 
great pleaſure, that the countrey ſnhuld be 
well occupied, as to haue good m of war. 
Soc. By my faith, if Cyꝛus had lyued, he 
wold haue pꝛoued a very noble pꝛince: and 
of that he ſhewed many great and euident 
tokens at dyuers tymes, and amonge the 
tother, whan he came forthe agaynſte his 
bꝛother, to trye by battaple, who ſhuld be 
kynge. For they ſaye, that from Cyꝛus no 
man fled to the kyng, but many thouſandes 

lefte the kynge to come and ſerue Cyꝛus. 
And me thinketh this is a great argument 
of a pꝛincis vertue, whan men do obey him 
with theyꝛ owne good wyl, and be glad to 
abyde with hym in tyme of teopardy. Foz 
Cyꝛus friendes ſtode fightyng about hym 
whiles he was yet alyue, and whan he was 
ſlayne, they tightynge moſt valiantly were 
ſlaine al beſide him, excepte Arieus, the 
which was ſet in the left winge. This gen⸗ 
til Cyꝛuo, whan Lyſander came to him, to 
bꝛinge him pꝛeſẽtes fro the cites of Grece 
confederated vnto him, they ſaye, = wo 
: ider 
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ſander ſnewed hym ſelfe to a friende of his 
in the towne of Megara, that he receyued 
him with moch humanite, and am6g other 
thynges be ſhewed hyma gardeyne that 
was called the Paradis of Sardis, But wh 
Lyſander began to maruaile at it, bycauſe 
the trees were ſo fayꝛe and ſo egally ſette, 
and the oꝛders of the trees laye ſtreyghte 
one agaynſt an other, and made goodly an⸗ 
gles ⁊ coꝛners wel pꝛoportioned, and ma⸗ 
ny ſwete ꝛ pleaſaunt ſauours came to their 
noſes, whan they were walkynge, he won⸗ 
drynge thervpon ſayde thus: Foꝛſoth Cy⸗ 
rus, the gret beautifulnes of theſe thinges 


lis a greate maruayle to me, but J wonder 
moch moꝛe of him, that hath meaſured and 


ſet them thus in oꝛder. Than Cyꝛus, whan 
be barde this, did reioyce and ſay: Al theſe 
that ye ſe, I haue meaſured them, and ſette 
them in oꝛder, and I can ſhewe you ſome. 
trees, that I haue ſet with myne owne hã⸗ 

des. And Ly ſander when he had loked v⸗ 
pon hym, 7 beholden his goodly apparail, 
and felt the good ſauour that came from it, 
and the eſtimable fayꝛeneſſe of his golden 
chaynes, his rynges, and his pꝛecious ſto⸗ 
nes, ſayde: What ſaye ye Cyꝛus, haue ye 
ſette any of theſe with your owne handes: 


Than £yius aunſwered. Do ye * 
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of this Ly ſander? By the faythe that Y 
owe to god, whan J ain well at eale, I ne⸗ 
uer go to diner, vnto the time J haue done 
ſomewhat, eyther in feates of armes, oꝛ in 
ſome poynte of houſebandry,tyl I ſweate, 
Than, whan Lyſander herd this, he toke 
hym by the bande and ſayd: e thynketh 
Cyꝛus, ve be foꝛtunate not without a cauſe 
Foꝛ ye be fortunate beinge a good man. 
And this J reherſe vnto you myne owne 
Critobulus, ſatd Socrates, fo: this cauſe, 
that ye may ſe, that they that be ryche and 
fortunate, cannot well kepc theym frome 
houſebandry. Fo: it is ſuche an exercyſe, 
andſuche a buſines, that a man maye haue 
pleaſure in it, bothe to encreace and mul⸗ 
tiply his goodes, and alſo to exercyſe the 
bodye ſoo, that it ſhall be able to doo all 
maner of thynges that belonge to an ho⸗ 
neſte manne to doo. For fyꝛſte of all, the 
grounde bꝛyngethe foꝛthe all ſuche maner 
of thynges, that a manne is fed and nou⸗ 
ryſhed with, and it bꝛyngeth foꝛthe alſo 
ſuche thynges that a man maye haue plea⸗ 
ſure by it. Moꝛeouer, it gyuethe vs all 
ſuche thynges, as we nede, to trymme and 
dꝛeſſe the auters and ymages with all, and 
that with moſte pleaſaunte ſyghtes and ſa⸗ 


uours. Surtheqmoze, of meates neceſſary 
| fo 
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foꝛ mannes vſe, ſomme it bꝛyngethe by hit 
ſelfe, and ſome it nouriſgeth. For the craft 
of kepyng of ſheepe is annexed to houſe⸗ 
bandꝛy, ſoo that we maye vſe them at our 
owne pleaſure, And though it gyuethe vs 
plentye of all manerlof thynges, yet it doth 
not ſuffre vs together them with ſoftenes 
and tendernes, but vſeth vs to be hard and 
ſtronge, in wynter by the reaſonne of the 
colde, and in ſommer by the reaſon of the 
heate. And as foꝛ them, the whiche do la⸗ 
bour with their owne handes, it makethe 
theym bygge and myghtye, and they that 
occupy houſebandrye but onely with ouer 
lokynge and takynge hede to other mens 
warkes, it quickeneth and maketh theym 
lyke men, makynge them to ryſe yarely in 


the moꝛnynge, and cauſyng them to walke 


a great waye. Foz bothe in the feldes and 
alſo in the cities, euery thynge that a man 
dothe to any purpoſe, muſt nedes be done 
in tyme and in ſeaſon. Moꝛeouer, if he wy] 
be a hoꝛſeman, and defend his countre on 
hoꝛſebacke, a hoꝛſe maye no where be bet⸗ 
ter fedde than in the countreye. And if he 
wyll be a foteman, houſebandꝛie maketh a 
man ſtrong bodied, and cauſeth hym to ex⸗ 
erciſe him ſelfe goinge a huntynge, whanit 


grueth lyghtly meate to the dogges, 7 
t 
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the grounde bꝛin geth vp and nouryſſheth 


wylde beaſtes. And the hoꝛſes, andlyke Þ 


wyſe the dogges, thus holpen by the way 
of husbãdꝛy, do againe ſome ſeruice to the 
grounde. Fo: the hoꝛſe beareth hym yerly 
inthe moꝛnynge, that wyll ſe the grounde 
be not let alone vntilled ⁊ vntrymmed, and 
at nyghte beareth hym home agayne, if he 
tary neuer ſo late. And the dogges kepe a 
ware wylde beaſtis, that they ſpyl not the 
fruite, and kylle the ſhepe, and make a man 
to be ſure in a wyldernes. Moꝛe ouer, hit 
comfoꝛteth and ſtirreth buſband men to be 
bolde, and to ſtande manly to defend they? 
coũtre, ſeing it leaucth the fruites abꝛode 
inthe playne to be vſurped of him that is 
ſtronger. And what facultie wyll make a 
man moꝛe apte to runne, to ſhote, and alſo 
to leape, than huſ bandzye 2 What ſcience 
yeldeth moꝛe again to thc that do labour? 
Mat ſcifce recclueth him, that is ſtudi⸗ 
ous with greatter pleaſure, ſeing whan he 
cometh, it gyueth hym leaue to take what 
he wyll? Where ſhal a ſtraunger be better 
welcomed to make hym good chere? wher 
ſhal a man haue better commoditie to kepe 
his winter with fire inoughe and hotte ba 
thes 2 And where is mote pleaſant dwel⸗ 


lynge for goodly waters, gentyll r 
an 
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and ſhadowe, than in the fieldes? Where 

maye a man make better feaſtis, and moꝛe | 
triumphant bankettes? What other place Te pzeiſe 
do ſeruãtes loue better? what other place of 6uſbanz 
doth a wife lyke moꝛe? Where do childꝛen dzpe, 


deſire moꝛe to be? Where be frendes bet⸗ 
ter receyued, and gladder to be? Foꝛſoth 
me thinketh it a maruailous thinge, if any 


honeſt man can fynde any ſubſtance, that he 


delyteth moꝛe in, oꝛ if he can fynde any oc⸗ 
cupation outher moꝛe pleaſaunte than this 


is, oꝛ moꝛe pꝛofitable foꝛ his liuynge. And 


moꝛeouer, the grounde techeth men Ju⸗ 
ſtice, if they haue the witte to lerne it. Fot 
they that do foꝛ it, and haue care foꝛ it, it 
rewardeth them, with farre moche moꝛe. 
And if ther, that haue ben bꝛought vppe in 
houſebãdry, by ſome ſodeine chance of en⸗ 
myes, they that be loꝛdes of the countrey 
can not tyll the grounde, they may go into 
theyꝛ enmyes countreis, ſeynge they haue 
ben well and hardly bꝛought vp, and gette 
there as moche, if god be not againſt them, 
as wyll ſuffice them to lyue with. And it is 
often times moꝛe ſure to ſeke foꝛ his liuing 
in time of warre, with weapons of warre, 
than with inſtrumentes of houſebandrye. 
Housbandry alſo tcacheth men to helpe 
one an other. If we wyll go to warre, 8. 
muſe 
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muſt haue men, noꝛ the grounde can not be 
laboured without menne. And therfoꝛe he 
that will be a good housband man, he muſt 
get him good luſty wozke men,and willing 
to do after hym and obeye hym. And the 
ſelfe ſame thyng he muſt go about to bring 
to paſſe, that leadeth an army to fyghte a⸗ 
gaynſt his enmies, giuing great rewardes 
vnto them, that behaue thẽ ſelfes like good 
valiant men, and punyſhe them that be ſto⸗ 
boꝛne, and wyl not be oꝛdred. And he that 
is a good houſeband, muſt as often tymes 
calvpon his labourers, and comfoꝛt them, 
as the capitaine doth his ſouldiours. And 
bounde men haue as great nede to be com⸗ 
foꝛted, and meinteined with good hope, as 
other fre men, ve 7 rather more, to thende 
they run not away, but be glad to bide ſtil. 
And ſurely he ſayde very well, that called 
housbãdry the mother and the nourice of 
al other ſciences, Foꝛ if housbandry doth 
ſtand well, all other ſciences and facultyes 
do the detter, But if the groũd be barain, 
and can beare no fruite, all other ſciences 
be al moſt ſpilled bothe by ſee and by land. 

Whan Critobulus hadde harde this, be 
ſpake after this maner. we thĩketh, good 
Socrat. ye ſpeke very well in this matter. 
But ye knowe pery wel, that the moſt m 
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of ſuch thinges, as long to houſebandry, a 
man can not caſte theym afore hande . Foz 
oftentymes hayle ſtones, dꝛought, 02 con= 
tinuall rayne, myſte, 02 vermyne, that eate 
vp the ſede that is in the ground, do put vs. 
beſide our intent and purpoſe, if it were ne 
uer ſo good. And ſhepe like wiſe, ifthey be 
in neuer ſo good paſture, there comethe a 
ſickenes, that deſtroycth them all. Socra. 
whan he hard that; ſayd againe. I thought 
that ye knewe wel, that god is aboue al, as 
5 wel in houſebandry, as he is in warre. We 

ſe, that they that wil make war, afoꝛe they 
begynne, they make their vowes, pꝛayers, 
and ſacrytices, deſyꝛynge to knowe, what 
s beſte to do, and what is not beſte, And. 
thynkeye, that i in thoſe thynges, that long 
to houſebadry, we ſhuld haue les recourſe 
to god? Be ye ſure of this, that good and 
honeſt men do woꝛſhip almigbty god with 
oblations, and pꝛaiers, foꝛ al they: fruites, 
their oxen, they ſhepe, and they: hoꝛſes, 
and generally fot all that they haue. Me 
' thinketh good Socra. ſayde Lritobu.that 
ye ſpeake very wel in this matter, whan ye 
byd to begin cuery thyng with the truſt of 
the helpe, and of the grace of god, ſeinge 
that god is abouc al thinges, as wel in war 
as in peace. And ther foꝛe we bugs endeuour 
| L ii vs 
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ps todo ſo. But ſeinge your purpoſe was, 

to ſpeake here of the oꝛdꝛyng of an houſe, 
the which ye haue left, and be entred into 
an other tale, endeuour your ſelfe toſhew 
vs alyttell moꝛe, what foloweth next. For 
nowe that J haue harde you ſay, that that 
ye haue ſpoken, me ſemeth J ſe moch bet⸗ 
ter than afoꝛe, what a man muſte do for fo 
lyue. Wherfoꝛe Socrates ſayde : But wil 
pe, that we reherſe all that we haue ſpoken 
afoꝛe, and agreed in, to thentente that we 


maye, if we can, go foꝛthe in this matter, 


bꝛingynge ſuch thyng as we ſhallyke wyſe 
agree vpon? Me thynketh that lyke wyſe. 
as it wolde bea great pleaſure, whan two 
men haue lente moneye one to an other, to 
agree vpon the rekenyng: So nowe in our 
comunication, vtterynge our myndes one 
to an other. if wr myght gree in one tale. 
Wel than, ſaid Socrates, we agreed vpon 
this, that the oꝛdrynge of an houſe is the 
name ofa ſcience, and that ſemeth to be the 
ſcience, to oꝛder and increace the houſe. 
And we toke the houſe for al a mis poſſeſ⸗ 


ſions and goodes. And we ſard, that was 


truely the poſſeſſion and goodes of a man, 
the which was p2ofitable vnto hym fo his 
lyuynge, and we founde all that pꝛofitable, 
that a man coude vſe and oꝛder. And 1 
oꝛe 
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fo:e we thought impoſſible fot a manne, to 
lerne all maner of ſciences. And as fot all 
the handye craftes, we thought beſt to ex- 
pelle them from vs, lyke wiſe as many cy⸗ 
ties and common welthes dyd. Foz they 
ſeme both to deſtroye a mannes body, and 
to bꝛeake a mannes hart and ſtomake, And 
hereof, we ſayd, that this myght be an eui⸗ 
dente token. For if the enmyes did inuade 
the countreyes, and one dyd ſet the houſe⸗ 
band men and the artificers a ſyde, diuided 
in two partes, and aſked theym, whether 
they had leuer to come foꝛth and pitch the 
fielde to fyght with their enmyes, oꝛels to 
grue vp the hcldes, and kepe and defende 
the cities: They that haue ben vſed in the 
feldes and houſcbidry, would be glad to 
fyght, to deliuer the countrey. But on the 
tother ſyde, the artificers wolde doo that 
that they haue ben bꝛought vp in, that is to 
ſytte ſtylle, neuer labourynge, noꝛ neuer 
puttynge them ſelfes in pꝛeace, noꝛ in ieo⸗ 
pardy. M oꝛeouer we commended houſes 
bandꝛy fo: a good exerciſe and a good oc⸗ 
cupation foꝛ a good and an honeſt man, by 
the whiche men may haue all that is neceſ⸗ 
ſar ye foꝛ them. For it is an occupation ve⸗ 
ry ſone lerned, and very pleaſant to be oc- 
cupied in it: the which alſo maketh a mans 
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body myghtye, ſtronge, well complertios 
ned, and wel fauoured, his ſtomake and his 
ſpiryte to be alway lufty and redy to do foꝛ 
his friendes, and foꝛ his countreye. 

Moꝛeouer, we iudged that it gaue men 
harte and courage to be valiant and hardy, 
ſeing the fruites, that tie ground bꝛought 
foꝛth, lay abꝛode in the plaine, without trc- 
ches, bulwarkes, oꝛ fortreſſes, And ther⸗ 
foꝛe that kynd of lyuinge ſemed to be moſt 
honoꝛable, and beſte eſtemed in cities and 
common welthes, becauſe it maketh good 
men, well diſpoſed, and well mynded to do 


good foꝛ the common welthe. 


Than ſayde Critobulus, J am after my 
mynde ſufficientely perſwaded, that aman 
maxye auch very good, an honeſte, and a 


plefantlyuynge in occupienge houſeban⸗ 


dry. But where ye ſayde, that ve knewe 
the cauſe, that ſome dyd ſo vſe and occupy 
houſebandye, that they bad by it plentye 
of all maner of thynges, that they neded : 

and ſome agayne, that ſo oꝛdꝛed them ſel⸗ 


fes in it, that it auayled them nothing, theſe 


two thynges wolde J gladly here of you, 
to thentent we maye do that that is good, 
and eſchewe thatſthat is contrary, 
But what if J do tel oro ſwete Lritobu, 
ſayd Socrates, euen from the beginnyng, 
what 
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what comunicatis I had ones with a man; 
the whiche myghte be called truely and in 
dede a good honeſt man: That wonlde J 
here very fayne, fayde Critobulus. For J 
my ſelfe do greatly deſire, that I maye be 
woꝛthy of that goodly name. Than wyll 
J tell you, howe J came fyꝛſte to the — 
ſideration of this. Foꝛ as touchyng good 
carpenters, good ioyners, good peynters, 
good ymagers, me thought that I myght 
in alittel time ſe and beholde their warkes 
moſt allowed and beſt accepted, that made 
them to be ſo called. But to thend I might 
ſe and beholde, howe they that hadde that 
goodly and honoꝛable name of a good and 
an honeſte man, dyd behaue them ſelfes to 
be woꝛthy of it, my mynde dydde coueyte 
greately to talke with one of theym. And 
fyꝛſte of all foꝛ bycauſe good and honeſte, 
wente to gether, whan ſo euer J ſawe any 
goodly man, I dꝛewe to hym, and wente 
about to know of hym, if I myght ſe good 
and honeſt, in a goodly man. But it wolde 
not be. Foꝛ me thoughte that J founde, 
that there 18 many with goodly bodies 
and fayꝛe viſages, that had but yuel diſpo⸗ 
ſed and vngratious ſowles. 

Thã me thought it beſt, to enquere no fur 
ther of goodli bodies, but to get me to one 
C.iiii. of 
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of them that were called good and honeſt 
men. And foꝛ bycauſe J harde, that Iſcho 
machus was generally, bothe of men, wo⸗ 
men, citeʒins, and ſtrangers, called and ta⸗ 
ken foꝛ a good honeſt man, me thoughte J 
coude do no better, than to pꝛoue howe J 
myghte commune with hym And vppon a 
tyme, whan J ſawe hym ſitting in a poꝛche 
of a churche, foꝛ bycauſe me thoughte he 
was at leyſer, I came to hym, and ſette me 
downe by him, and ſaid: What is the cauſe 
good Iſchomachus, that ye, which be wõt 
to be euer moꝛe N N ſytte here nowe 
after this maner, foꝛ J haue ſeene vou foꝛ 
the moſt part, euermoꝛe doing ſomewhat, 
and lyghtly neuer ydell, except it were ve⸗ 
ry lyttell? Ao: yeſhulde nowe haue ſeene 
me good Socrates, ſayde he, ſyttynge af- 
ter this maner, if I had not apeinted with 
certaine ſtraungers to tary here foꝛ them. 
And if ve were not here, where wolde ye 
haue bene, oꝛ howe wolde ye haue ben oc⸗ 
cupied ſayd J to hym? Foꝛ I wold knowe 
of you very fagne, what thynge ye do, that 
maketh you ro be called a good and an ho⸗ 
neſt man? The good complection of your 
body ſheweth well ynoughe, that ye byde 
not alwaye ſlouggynge at home. And than 


J chomachus laughing at that that J ſaid, 
what 
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what do ye, that maketh you to be called a 
good and an honeſt man, and reioyſyng in 
his harte, as me thought by hym, ſayd: J 
can not tell, if any man calleth me ſo, whan 
vou and he talke of me, but whan J muſte 
paye money, ot fo: taxes, pꝛeaſtes, oꝛ ſub⸗ 
ſidies, they calle me plapnely by my name 
Iſchomachus. And in dede good Socr. 
do not alwaye byde at home, foꝛ my wife 
can oꝛder well inoughe ſuche thynges as 
J haue there. Vea but this wold I knowe 
of you very fayne, Dyd ye pour ſelfe bring 
your wyfe to this: oꝛ els hadde her father 
and her mother bꝛought her vp, ſufficient⸗ 
ly to oꝛdꝛe an houſe afoꝛe ſhe came to you? 
Iſchomachus. Howe coude ſhe haue ben 
ſo, whan ſhe was but fiftene pere old, wha 
J maryed her? and afoꝛe ſhe hadde ben fo 
negligently brought vp,that ſhe hadde but 
very lyttell ſene, very little harde, and ve⸗ 
ry lytel ſpoken of the woꝛld. And I trowe 
ye wolde not thynke it ſufficiente in her, if 
ſhe coude do nothynge but ſpin and carde, 
and ſette the hande maydens to woꝛke. As 
foꝛ ſuche thynges, as concerne the lower 
partes of the bely, good Socrates, ſayde 
he, ſhehad ben very well bꝛoughte vp, the 
whiche is no ſmalle poynte of good bꝛing⸗ 
gynge vp, both ina man and in a woman. 
L. v. And 
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And dyd ye teache your wyfe al the reme⸗ 
nant, ſayd J, ſo that ſhe is able to take hede 
of al maner of thinges!? Pes, ſaid he, but not 
afoꝛe I had made my pꝛaiers to all mighty 
god, deſirynge vim, that he wold gyue me 
the grace, to teache her ſo, and her to lerne 
that of me, that ſhuld be good 7 pꝛoſitable 
to vs bothe. And dyd your wyfe make 
the ſelfe ſame prayer with you, ſayde J? 
Pes mary, ſaid Y ſchomachus, and it ſemed 
in a maner, that god dyd pꝛomyſe euidẽtly, 
and ſhe likewiſe. ſhewed with clere and ma 
nifeſte tokens, that ſhe wold very well re⸗ 
garde and take hede to that thatſhe ſhulde 
be taught. Foꝛ goddis ſake good Iſcho⸗ 
machus, ſayde IJ, what dyd ye begynne to 

teache her firſt:foꝛ I had leauer here you 
tell me ſuche a thynge, than if ye ſnuld dy⸗ 
ſcriue mea iuſtyng oꝛ a turnament, though 
it had ben neuer ſo triumphant? Mary J 
wyl tel you Socrates, ſayd he. Whan we 
were ones ſo wel acqueinted, ⁊ ſo familiar, 
that we talked together, J examined ber 
after this maner. Tel me good bedfelowe, 
did ye euer caſt in vour mid, foꝛ what cauſe 
J haue taken you, and pour father ⁊ your 
mother deliuered you vnto me? J trowe 
ye knowe well inough, that J toke you not 


foꝛ nede, that JY had of a bedfelowe, to lye 
with 
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with me, foꝛ I myghte haue had inowe at 

my commaundemente. But whan J badde 
conſydered in my mynde, and your father 

and pour mother lyke wyſe, that it were 

well doone, to fynde out a good one, to be 
parte taker bothe of our howſe, and of our 

chyldren, I choſe you afoꝛe all other, and 
your father and mother lyke wyſe choſe 

me. Wherfoꝛe if hereafter god gyue vs 
the grace, that we mare haue chyidrento 

gether, we ſhall take counſayle, howe to 

bꝛynge theym vppe and inſtructe theym in 
vertue. Fo: it ſhall be foꝛ bothe oure pꝛo⸗ 
fyttes to haue them, bothe to defende vs, 
and to helpe and nouryſſhe vs in our olde 
age. Nowe the houſe that we haue, is com 
mon to vs bothe. Foꝛ all that euer J haue, 
Jhaue ſhewed you, and delyuered it vnto 
you to kepe foꝛ bothe our behoues:and ye 
lyke wife haue done the ſame. And ye may 
not caſt in your mynde, whiche of vs both 
bꝛoughte moꝛe. Gut this ye muſte knowe 
foꝛ a ſuertie, that loke whiche of vs twayne 
doth behaue hym ſelfe, and dothe beſte in 
this felowſhyppe, that he bꝛyngeth mote, 
and his parte is the better. 

Than my wyfe, good Socrates, anſwered 
here vnto after this maner. wherin can J 
helpe vou, ſaid ſhe?02 wherin may my littel 
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power do you any good? Foꝛ truly my moz. 
ther tolde me, that al to gether lay in pour 
bandes,and that it belonged vnto me, to be 
ſobꝛe and lyue in chaſtitie. Mary ſoo it is 
good wyfe, fayd J, and ſo my father tolde 
me to. But it is the poynt ofa ſobre houſe⸗ 
bande, and ofa ſobꝛe wyfe, to do ſoo, that 
that the whiche they haue, may be wel oꝛ⸗ 
dr ed and guyded, and to encreace and get 
more to it, by ſome good and rightful way. 
And what do ye ſee in me, ſayde my wyfe, 
that I may encreace our houſe, if I do aps 
plie it? Mary, ſayd J, if ye endeuour your 
ſelf to do thoſe thinges to the beſt of your 
power, the whiche both god willeth, that 

ye ſhulde do, and the lawe exhoꝛtethe you 
te it. And what thinges be thoſe ſayd ſhe? 
Ueryly, ſapd J, no ſmall thynges, excepte 
ye thynke, that that Bee doth but a lyttell 
good, the which remaineth ſtil in the hiue, 
to ouer ſee the warkes, whan the other go 
abꝛode to gether floures. And foꝛſoth me 
thynketh, that god almyghty bath ſette to 
gether foꝛ many good cauſes and conſyde⸗ 
rations, that goodlye couple, that is the 
houſ bande and the wyfe, to thentent that 
they ſnuld be moſte pꝛofitable one to an o⸗ 
ther in that good feloweſhyp. Fyꝛſte of all 


to thentent that mankynde do not decay ⁊ 
fayle, 
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faile, this ioly couple lieth together and in⸗ 
gendreth chyldren. Than agayne, by rea⸗ 
ſon hereof, they bꝛinge foꝛthe chyldren to 
helpe and ſuccour them in theyꝛ olde age. 
Moꝛeouer the maner and lyuynge of men, 
doth greatly dyffer from the lyfe of wylde 
beaſtes, the whiche be alway abꝛode inthe 
ficldes.Fot it is mete foꝛ men to haue hou 
ſes. Wherfoꝛe it is conueniente, that they, 
whiche wyll haue ſomewhat to bꝛinge into 
theyꝛ houſes, haue menne with them to do 
thoſe warkes, that muſte nedes be done as 
bꝛode in the fieldes. Foz tyllynge of the 
grounde, ſowynge of the coꝛne, ſettyng of 
trees, and kepynge of beaſtts at graſſe and 
paſture, be all done abꝛode. But agayne, it 
io nedefull, whan thoſe fruites be conuey⸗ 
ed into the hous, to ouer ſe and ſaue them, 
and to do al ſuche thinges as muſt be done 
at home. Babis and yonge children muſte 
nedes be brought vppe within the houſe, 
Bꝛeade muſte be baked, and the meate ſod 
and dreſſed within the houſe . Alſo ſpyn- 
nynge, cardynge, and weauynge muſte be 
doone within the bouſe . And where that 
bothe thoſe thynges, that muſt be done a= 
bꝛode, and thoſe that be doone within the 
houſe do require care 7 diligence: me thin⸗ 
bett that god hath cauſed nature to ſhewe 
plaincly, 
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plainly, that a womã is boꝛne to take bede 
of all fuche thynges, as muſte be doone at 
home. Foꝛ he bath made mi of body, hart, 
and ſtomacke, ſtrong and mighty, to ſuffre 
and endure hete and cold, to tourney, and 
go a warfare. Wherfoꝛe god hath in a ma⸗ 
ner commaunded and charged hym with 
thoſe thynges, that be done abꝛode out of 
the howſe. He alſo remembꝛynge, that 
he hath oꝛdeined the woman, to bꝛynge vp 
yonge chyldren, be bath made ber farre 
moꝛe tender in loue towarde her child:en, 
than the houſebande. And where he hath 
oꝛdeined, that the woman ſhuld kepe thoſe 
thinges, that the man getteth and bꝛingeth 
home to her, and he knowynge very well, 
that foꝛ to kepe a thynge ſuerlye, it is not 
the woꝛſte pointe, to be doubtful and fear⸗ 
full, he dealed to her a greate deale moꝛe 
feare than he dyd to the man. 

And he alſo perceyuinge, that if any man 
doth hym wꝛonge, the whiche labourethe 
and woꝛketh without, he muſt defende him 
ſelfe, he diſtributed to the man a great dele 
moꝛe boldnes. And fo: becauſe it beho⸗ 
ueth, that both they do gyue and receyue, 
he hath gyuen them indiFerentely remem⸗ 
bꝛance and diligence, in ſo moche, that it is 


hard to dilcerne, whether kynd hath * 
— . 
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of them, either the man oꝛ the womanne, 
ehath alſo granted themindifferently,to 
refrayne them ſelfes from ſuch thinges, as 
is conuenient they do. And hathe gyuen 
thẽ power and auctoꝛitie, that loke in what 
thinge the either of them doth the better, 
be bꝛingeth the mote away with hym. But 
bicauſe the natures and the diſpoſitions of 
them both, be not egally ſoo perfecte in all 
theſe thinges they haue ſo moch the moꝛe 
nede the one of the other. And this couple 
is ſo moch the moꝛe p2ofttable,the tone to 
the tother, bycauſe that that the tone lac⸗ 
keth, the tother hath. wherfoꝛ good wife, 
ſeyng we ſe that, which god hath oꝛdeined 
foꝛ vs bothe, we muſte enfoꝛce, and ende⸗ 
uour our ſelues to do bothe our partes in 
the beſt wiſe. The lawe ſemeth to comfoꝛt 
vs and exhoꝛt vs to it, the which coupleth 
man and wyfe together. And lykewyſe as 
god maketh them come to gether to gette 
chyldren, So the lawe wyll haue them liue 
together, partakers one of an others go⸗ 
des in good feloweſhippe. Lyke wyſe the 
lawe ſheweth, and god commandeth, that it 
is beſte foꝛ eche of theim to do their parte. 
Foꝛ it is moꝛe honeſtie foꝛ a womã to kepe 
her houſe, than to walke aboute. And it io 


moꝛe ſhame foꝛ a man to abyde fluggynge | 
at 
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at home, than to apply his mynde to ſuche 
thinges as muſt be done abꝛode. But ifa⸗ 
ny man doth contrary to that that he is na⸗ 
turally boꝛne to, parauenture god wyll re⸗ 
membꝛe, that he bꝛeaketh his ſtatutes and 
decrees, and wyll puniſge hym, outher fo: 
bicauſe he is negligẽt in that that he ſhuld 
do, oꝛels bycauſe he taketh vpon hym that 
that belongeth to the wyfe. Me thynketh 
alſo, that che maiſtres bee, that kepeth the 
hyue, dothe lykewyle, that that god hath 
oꝛdeyned hir vnto . And what dothe the 
mayſtres bee, ſayde ſhe, wherby it may be 
likened to that that J muſt dor oꝛ bicauſe 
ſayde he, it bydeth alwaye in the hyue, and 
wyll not ſuffre no bees to be pdle:and they 
that huld woꝛke without, ſe ſẽdeth thẽ to 
their woꝛke. And what ſo euer any of them 
bꝛingeth home, ſhe marketh, recepueth, 
and ſaueth it, vntyll the tyme come that it 
muſte be occupied. And whan the time co⸗ 
methe, — it muſte be occupied, than ſhe 


diſtributeth 


euerythynge accoꝛdyng as e⸗ 


quitie requireth. And ſhe cauſeth the that 
do bide within, to weaue 7 make the faire 
bony comes after the beſt wiſe, and taketh 
hede to the yponge bees, that they be well 
fed ⁊ bꝛought vp. But whan they be come 


to that age, and to that point, that th 


ey be 
able 
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able to woꝛke, ſhe ſendeth them out with 
one, the which they folowe as their gyde 
and capitayne . And muſt J do ſo to, ſapde 
my wyfe: Pe foꝛſoth ſayd J: For ye muſt 
alwaye byde withinthe houſe, and thoſe 
men, the whiche muſte woꝛke abꝛode, ye 
muſt ſende them to it: and they that muſte 
woꝛke within, ye muſt commaunde them 
and be ouer them, to ſe the do it. And that 
that is brought in, ye muſt receiue it. And 
that, whiche muſte be ſpente of it, ye muſt 
parte and deuide it. And that that remai⸗ 
neth, ye muſt ley it vp and kepe it ſafe, tyll 
time of nede. And beware, that, that whi- 
che was apoynted to be ſpente ina twelue 
monthe, be not ſpente in a monthe. And 
whan the wol is bꝛought in to you, ye muſt 
ſe, that it be carded and ſponne, that clothe 
may be made of it. Alſo ye muſte ſee, that 
the coꝛne, whiche is brought in to you, be 
not ſo muſty, and duſty, that it maye not be 
eaten. But one thynge ſpecially aboue all 
other there is, that ye muſt be careful foꝛe. 
and. that ſhall gette you greate fauour and 
loue, that is, if any of our ſeruauntes hap 
to fal ſicke, that ye endeuour your ſelf, the 
beſte that ye canne, not onely to cheryſſhe 
them, but alſo to helpe that they may haue 
they: helth agayne. By my feyth, ſayde 

D my 
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my wyfe, it is a very gracious and a kynde 
dede. Fo; whan they be ones bolpen, and 
eaſed, thei wil cunne vs very good thanke, 
an d be the moꝛe louynge and feithfull vn⸗ 
to vs. And me thoughte, ſayde Iſcho⸗ 
machus, that it was an aunſwere of a good 
and an honeſte wyfe. And by the reaſon of 
this good pꝛouiſion of this mayſtres bee, 
ſayde J, all the tother beare ſo good loue 
and affection vnto her, that whan ſoo euer 
ſhe goeth out of the hyue, there will none 
ok behynde, but all wayte vpon her. | 

Than my wyfe anſwered me. J do great 
ly meruayle, whether ſuche thynges, as pe 
ſaye the mayſtres bee dothe, doo not bee⸗ 
longe moche moꝛe to you than to me. 
Foꝛ my kepinge 7 departyng within, were 
but a lyttell woꝛthe, excepte ye dyd your 
diligence, that ſomwhat myght by brought 
in. Zind my bꝛyngynge in, ſayde J, ſhulde 
auayle but a littel, excepte there were one, 
that kept and ſauid that that I bꝛought in. 

Do ye not lee, ſayde I, howe euery man 
bath great pite of th, the which, they ſap, 
that their puniſhment is to poure water in 
to tubbes full of hooles. rylle they be full, 
And they pite them foꝛ nothing els, but be 
cauſe they ſeme to labour in vaine. By my 
ee my wite, they be yery miſerable 

in 
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in dede, the whiche do ſo. There be other 
thynges, that belonge to you to take hede 
of, the which muſt nedes be very pleaſante 
vnto you, as whan ye haue taken one in to 
your ſeruice, that canne neyther ſpyn nor 
car de, if pe teache her to doo it, it ſhall be 
twyſe lo moche moꝛe worthe vnto vou. 
And if ye haue a maide, the which is other 
negligent, oꝛ is not trewe of her handes.oꝛ 
that can not wayte, if ye make her diligent, 
truſty, anda good ſeruaunte, all ſhall be to 
your great P2ofyte, And agayne, whan ye 
ſe your ſeruantes good and ſobꝛe ſelowes, 

and pꝛofytable foꝛ your houſe, ye muſte do 
the good, and ſhewe them ſome gentilnes. 
Hut if there be any of thẽ aknauiſhe 02 fro- 
warde, ye muſte puniſge theym. And this 
agayne ſhulde be moſte pleaſant of al, if ye 
coude make your ſelfe better than J, and 
make me as it were your ſeruaunt. And ye 
nede not feare,leſt in pꝛoces of time, whan 
ve come to age, ve be leſſe ſet by: but be ye 
ſure of this, if ye be diligent, louynge, and 
tendable to me, our chyldren, and houſe⸗ 
holde, the elder that ye ware, the moꝛe ho 
nourable and better eſtemed ſhall ve be. 
Fo it is not the beautifulneſſe, and goodly 
ſhappe, but the very vertue and goodnes 
that men regarde, and fauour. | 
| DU JY 
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CZ remembꝛe good Socra. that my fyiſt 
comunication with her, was after this ma- 
ner. Anddydyeperceyue good Iſcho⸗ 
machus, ſayd I, that by the reaſon of this, 
ſhe was any thinge moued to be moꝛe dili⸗ 
gente? Yes veryly, ſayde Iſchomachus. 
And J ſawe her vpõ a time ſoꝛe an angerd 
with her ſelfe, and greately aſhamed, that 
whanY aſked her a thynge, that I hadde 
bꝛought home, ſhe coylde not fette it me. 


And whan J ſawe, that it greued her very 


ſoꝛe, I ſaid vnto her, Take neuer the moꝛe 
thought for the matter, if ye can not gyue 
me that that I aſke you , Foꝛ it is a token 
of pouerte in very dede, whã a man lacketh 
a thynge, that he can not haue. But this 
nede maye be ſuffered a great deale better, 
whan a man ſeketh a thynge and canne not 
fynde it, than if at the begynnynge he doth 
not ſeke foꝛ it, knowing that he hath it not. 
But as fo: this ye be not to be blamed, ſaid 
J, but I my ſelſe, ſeinge I haue not apoin⸗ 
ted you a place, where to leye euery thing, 
that ye myghte knowe, where ye ſhuld ſet 
it, and where to fette it agayne. 

There is nothynge, good ſwete wife, ſo 
p2ofitable and ſo goodlye amonge men, as 
is an oꝛder in euery thynge. 

In playes and enterludes, where a great 

7 company 
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company of men is aſſembled to play theyꝛ 
partes, if they ſhuld raſhely do ⁊ ſay, what 
ſo euer fell into theyꝛ bꝛaynes, it wolde be 
but a trouble and a buſines, and no pleaſure 
to beholde them. But whan they doo and 
ſpeake euerye thynge in oꝛder, the audy⸗ 
ence hath a very greate pleaſure bothe to 
beholde them, ye and alſo to here theym. 
And lykewiſe an army of men ſwete wyfe, 
ſayde J, that is out of oꝛder, and ſet out of 
good arraye, is a very great confuſion, in 
daunger to be lightely ouercome of they: 
enmies, and a very pituous and myſerable 
ſight to theyꝛ frendes, as whan there is to 
gether in a plumpe, aſſes, fotemen, cartes, 
baggage, and menne of armes. And howe 
ſhulde they go foꝛwarde, whan they do let 
one an other? He that gothe, letteth hym 
that runneth, he that runneth, diſtourbeth 
h ym that ſtandeth ſtill, the cart letteth the 
mã of armes, the aſſe, the cart, the baggage 
the foteman. And if they ſhulde come to 
the point, that they muſt fight, howe coude 
they fight being in that taking? Foꝛ whan 
they be faine, by the reſon of their il oꝛder, 
to flee theyꝛ owne companye, that letteth 
them, howe coude they, thus fleing, ouer⸗ 
come them, that ſet vpon them in good 02 

der of battayle, and well weaponed ? But 
| | D Ul the 
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the arinye, that is well oꝛdred and kept in 
good array, is a very pleaſant ſight to their 
friendes, and greuous to theyꝛ enmyes. 
what frend is there, but that he wil haue a 
very great pleaſure, to ſe the fotemen mar 
che foꝛwarde in good oꝛder and arraye: 
what is that man, but he wil marucil, whan 
he beholdeth a great numbꝛe of men of ar⸗ 
mes rydynge in good arraye and order? 
And what enmie wil not be aferd, whan he 
ſeeth moꝛiſpikes, billes, mẽ of armes, croſ-⸗ 
bowes, and alſo archers, the which folowe 
their capitaynes in good arraye and oꝛder 
of battayle? And alſos whan they marche 
foꝛwarde in good array, if they be neuer ſo 
many thouſandes, vet they walke as peaſi⸗ 
bly as though there wer but one mã alone. 
And what maketh a galey, well furnyſhed 
with men, feareful to the enmies, and plea⸗ 
ſaunte to beholde vnto friendes, but that it 
goth ſo ſwyftly? And what maketh them 
that be in it, that they do not trouble one an 
other, but that they do ſytte in oꝛder, kepe 
2 make ſignes in oꝛder, lye downe in oꝛder, 
ryſe in oꝛder, dꝛawe the ooꝛes in oꝛder: 
And as foꝛ confuſion ⁊ miſoꝛder, me thyn⸗ 
keth it is lyke, as if a man of the countreye 
ſhuld put together on a hepe, otes, wheate 
barly, and peaſe: and wan he had nede to 
J] Occupie 
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occupie any of them, be ſhulde be fayne to 
trye it out, and put it by it ſelſe agayne. 

Wherfoꝛe ſwete wife, ye ſhall lghtcly eſ⸗ 
chewe ſuche confuſyon, yf pe put to your 
good wil, to ſot in good oꝛder that that we 


haue, 7 take to you that that ye haue nede 


of, and ſpare not: and giue to me that that 
J call fot graciouſele And let vs ſcke out 
and pꝛepare a hanſome piace to ſette euery 
thynge in, accoꝛdynge as euery thyng re⸗ 
quireth. And whan we haue ſette it there, 


let rs ſhewe it the ſeruaunte, that he maye 


fetche it, and lay it vp agayne , 
And thus we ſhall knowe, what we haue 


ſaued, ⁊ what we haue loſte, For the place 


it ſclfeſhall lacke that that it ſhulde haue. 
And the ſight wil ſerche out that that hath 
nede of helpe, and make vs to know anone, 
where lyeth cuery thynge, ſo that we ſhall 
not be t o ſcke, Han we haue nede of it. 

J remembꝛe good Soc rates, that vpon a 
tyme J wente a bourde aſhyppe of Phe⸗ 
nicia, where J beheld the goodlyeſt oꝛder 
and the mooſte perfecte that euer I ſawe. 
J conſidered, howe great aboundaunce of 
implimentes was in that ſmalle veſſell. 
There were many oeꝛes, and many other 
thynges made of wodde: with the whiche 
they bꝛynge the ſhype into, and out of the 
D. iiii. hauen 
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hauen. What a ſozte of ſhrowdes, halſers, 
cables, lines, ⁊ other takeling was there: 
With howe many ingins of warre both to 
defend it ſelfe, and to greue an enmye, was 
it armed? What a ſyghte of armoure and 
weapons of the men, cary they about with 
them. Moꝛeouer, they cary with them 
moche vitayle and other neceſſaries, that 
mc vſe at home in they: houſes. Beſyde al 
this it was laded , with ſuche ſtouffe and 
goodes, as the ſhyppe mayſter getteth by 
the cariage therof. And all this geare that 
I ſpeke of, was ſtowed in ſo litel a rowme, 
that a farre greatter place wolde not haue 
receyued it, if it ſhulde haue ben remoued. 
And J marked howe euery thynge was ſo 
well ſette in good oꝛder, that no one thyng 
dyd let an other, noꝛ hadde no nede to be 
longe ſought foꝛe: Roz were not ſo ſcate⸗ 
red, and ſo yll compacte, th at a man ſhulde 
tary longe foꝛ it, whan he ſhulde occupy it 
quickely. And he that wayted vppon the 
Patrone of the ſhyppe, that is to ſaye, he 
that ſtandeth in the foꝛe pars of the ſnyp, J 
perceyued, that he had euery place ſo well 
in his mynde, that thoughe he were not 
there, he wolde tell you redily where eue⸗ 
ry thynge laye none other wyſe thanne he 
that is lerned, can telle howe many letters 
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go to this woꝛde, Socrates, and in what 
place euery letter is ſette. Woꝛeouer J 
ſawe hym, whan he was ſerchynge and ca⸗ 
ſtynge in his mynde, howe many thynges 
aſhyppe hathnede of: Than I maruay⸗ 
lyng, wher on he muſed and ſtudied, aſked 
bym what he meaned. J conſider and caſte 
afoꝛehand good man, quod he, if any thing 
ſhulde chaunce, howe and in what redines 
euery thynge lyeth in his ſhippe, whether 
any thyng lyeth out of the place, oꝛ if eue⸗ 
ry thinge be not trymmed to the purpoſe. 

Foꝛ it is no tyme, whan god ſendeth vs a 
ſtoꝛme on the ſea, to be ſeking that that we 
nede of, noꝛ to hꝛinge foꝛth that that is not 
hanſome and well trymmed.Fo: god thꝛet 
neth and puniſheth them that be ydell and 
negligent., And we may be glad, if he doo 
not diſtroye ys, whan we do our duetie. 
And ifhe ſaueth them that vſe gret labour 
and diligence, they oughte to thanke hym 
greatly. Wherfoꝛe whan 7 percerued and 
ſawe that goodly and perfect oꝛder, I ſaid 
vnto my wyfe, that it ſhuld be great flouth 
and negligence vnto vs, if they, whiche be 
but in lyttell ſyyppes and ſmalle veſſelles, 
fende feete places to ſtowe euery thynge 
in, that they carye with them, And though 
they be ſooꝛe Musen and troubled, and cò⸗ 
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tinually in gret feare, yet they kepe a good 
oꝛder. And we that haue ſo goodly places 
and a houſe ſtandynge ſtedfaſtelye on the 
lande, coulde not fynde places meete and 
conuenient foꝛ to ſette euerye thynge in, 
howe moche oughte we to be biamcd of 
lewdenes and ſmall wyſedome 
We haue ſufficieutely ſpoken, howe pꝛo⸗ 
fitable it is to ſet al the implimentes of the 
houſe in good oꝛdte, and to ſer euery thing 
in ſuche a redines, in places mete therfoꝛe, 
that it maye be caſyc to fynd and come by, 
whan nede requireth. But howe goodly a 
thinge is it to ſe ſewtes of all a mannes ap⸗ 
parell, lyenge by it ſelfe, keuerlettes, and 
coũterpointes by the ſelfe,ſhetes, towels, 
and all napꝛye ware by them ſelfes, pottes, 
pannes, caudrons, and other garnitures of 
the ketchyn by thc ſelfe, al that longeth to 
the table by it ſelfe, and ſo lyke wyle of all 
other thynges, that long to an houſe, wher 
at he that is vnwyſe, 7 knoweth not good 
oꝛder, wyll laughe . And whether it be ſo 
02 not, my ſwete wife, we may lighly pꝛoue 
without great coſt, and with ſmall labour, 
And ye muſt not trouble youre ſelfe, as 
though it were an harde thing to fynd one, 
that coude lerne the places, and remembꝛe 


where to ſet euerythynge. Foz we oe 
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well, that in the citie there is a thouſande 
tymes moꝛe ware thanne we haue: but yet 
what ſo euer ſeruant ye wyll commande, to 
go and bye you ſomwhat, in the market, he 
wyl not ſtand ſtyll, as though he coude not 
tell what to do, but by the reaſon that he re 
mẽbꝛeth, where he hath ſene of it, he goth 
thither ſtreyghte waye, and fetchethe it. 
And ſurely ther is none other cauſe of this 
ſaid J, but that there is a place determined 
where one ſhall haue it. But if one ſcketh 
a man, the whiche ſeketh hym to, may foꝛ⸗ 
tune he wyll often tymes be ſooner werye 
than he can fynde hem. And of this lyke 
wyſe, there is none other cauſe, but that 
there is no place apointed, where the tone 
ſhuld tary fo: the tother. As for ſettynge 
in oꝛder of the houſehold ſtuffe, and of the 
ple of it, J remembꝛe J ſpake vnto her af⸗ 
ter this maner. And howe thought ye by 
your wyfe, good Iſchomachus, ſayde J:? 
Whether did ſhe obey you in that thynge, 
that ye taught her ſo buſyly? Iſcho. What 
(huld J ſay,but that ſhe promiſed to apply 
ber mynde vnto it. And me thought verily 
by her counttnaunce,ſhe was very gladde, 
that where afoꝛeſhe was in greate doubte 
and perplexitie, ſhe had found a good way 
in it, and beſought me, that J wolde make 

an 
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an oꝛder of euery thing, as I had ſaid pnto 
her, as ſoone as was poſſible , And what 
oꝛder dyd you ſhewe her good Iſchoma⸗ 
chus ſayde :? Iſcho. What oꝛder ſnuld 
I ſhewe her but this? Fyꝛſt me thoughte 
beſt to ſheweher, what a houſe pꝛoperlye 
was oꝛdeyned foze, For it is not oꝛdeyned 
to be gozgeouſly pcinted with diuers faire 
pictures, but it is builded foꝛ this purpoſe 
and conſideration, that it hulde be a pꝛofi⸗ 
table veſſell foꝛ thoſe thynges, thatſhulde 
be in it. wherfoꝛe in a maner it biddeth the 
dwellers, to lay vp euery thyng, where it 
is moſte mete to put it. The inner pꝛiueye 
chambꝛe, becauſe it ſtandeth ſtrongeſte of 
al, loketh foꝛ to haue the iewels, plate, and 
ali ſuche thynges as be mooſte pꝛeciouſe. 

The dꝛye places loke foꝛ the wheate, The 
colde foꝛ the wyne. And bꝛyght places do 
deſpꝛe ſuche woꝛkes and thynges, as re⸗ 
quire lightſomnes. Moꝛeouer, Y ſhewed 
ber, howe parlers and dininge piaces, wel 
trymmed and dꝛeſſed, foꝛ men to eate and 
dꝛynke in, in ſommer hulde be colde, and 
in winter hotte . And Jſhewed her, howe 
all the ſituation of the houſe was very mo⸗ 
che ſouthwarde, wherby it may be clerely 
vnderſtande, that in winter the ſonneligh=- 


teth well fauourdly vpon it, and in ſommer 
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there is goodly ſhadowe in it. Further, 2 
ſhewed her the nourcery and the womens 
lodgyng, diuided from the mens lodgyng, 
leſt there came out any thynge amyſſe, and 
our ſeruantes ſhulde get theym chyldren 
without our conſentment.Fo2they that be 
good, if they haue chyldren thꝛoughe our 
permiſſiõ, they wil loue vs the better. And 
they that be noughte, if they come ones to 
couple with a woman, they wyl fynde the 
moꝛe wayes, and the mote better ſhyfte to 
fulfpll their vngratiousnes. And after we 
had ſpoken thus ſayde he, we went and de⸗ 
uided the houſeholde ſtuffe, by ſewtes and 
ſoꝛtes after this maner. Fyꝛſt we dyd put 
to gether all maner of thinges longyng to 
ſacrifices. Nexte to that the good wyues 
apparell, both foꝛ holydayes and woꝛkyng 
dayes, and after warde the good mannes 
apparell, bothe fo: the holy dayes, and al- 
ſo foꝛ warre, Clothes foꝛ mens chambꝛes 
and fot thenourcery, mennes ſhowes,and 
womens ſhowes. Than we appoynted out 
the inſtrumentes, that belonge to ſpinnyng 
and cardinge,and ſuche as perteyne to the 
bake houſe, to the kechin, to the bathe, and 
to the boultynge houſe, We did ſeperate a 
ſonder thoſe thynges,that ſhulde be occu⸗ 
piedalwaye,from thoſe that be en 
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but at diner and ſouper. And we dyd ſepe⸗ 
rate that that we ſuld ſpending monthes 
ſpace,and that that was apointed to ſerue 
vs a twelue monthe. For ſo if is the better 
knowen, in what maner it is brought to an 
ende. And after we hadde ſeperated all the 
houſeholde ſtuffe in ſewtis and ſoꝛtes, we 
dyd ſet euery thinge ina place conuenient. 
Ffterwarde allthe inſtrumentes that our 
ſeruauntes muſte occupy dayly, ae fo: the 
backehouſe, foꝛ the kytchin, foꝛ ſpynninge 
and cardynge, and other lyke, we dydde 
ſhewe them the place, where they ſhoulde 
put them agayn, and chan delyuered them, 
and bade theym kepe theim ſafe. And as 
for ſuche thynges, as ſhulde be occupyed 
but ſeldome, oꝛ vpon holy dayes, oꝛ whan 
there came any ſtraungers vnto vs, oꝛ at 
certayne other times, in certayne buſynes, 
we delyuered theym vnto a womanne, that 
we made the keper of our ſtoꝛe houſe, and 
ſhewcd her the place, where they ſhoutde 
be ſette. And whanne we had made a re⸗ 
kenynge vnto her of all, and alſo wꝛitten e⸗ 
uery thynge, we bade her, that ſhe ſhulde 
deliuer them foꝛth as time and nede requi⸗ 
red, and that ſhe ſhulde remembꝛe well, to 
whom ſhe deliuered any thyng. And whan 


ſhe recciucd it agayne, that ſhe ſhuld lay it 
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vppe, where ſhe had it befoze . And to be 
keper of our ſtoꝛehouſe, we aporinted her, 
that ſemed vnto vs moꝛe ſobꝛe and tempe- 
rate in eatynge, dꝛinking, and ſleping, and 
that ſhe coude very wel refrain the copany 
of men, and that ſemed alſo to haue a verye 
good remembꝛance, and that wold beware 
to be founde in a faute thꝛoughe her negli⸗ 
gence, leſte ſye ſhulde diſpleaſe vs with it, 
and ſeke the meane to do that that ſhoulde 
pleaſe vs, that ſhe myghte be pꝛayeſed and 
rewarded foꝛ it . Moꝛe ouer we taughte 
her to haue a good wyl towarde vs, and to 
loue ps, Foꝛ bycauſe that whan there was 
any thynge happened, that made vs ioyful 
and gladde , we made her partakar of it, 
and if we were ſoꝛowfull and heuy foꝛ any 
matter, we called her, and ſhewed her the 
ſame , Furthermoꝛe we taughte her to ſet 
her good wyll and her good mynde, to en⸗ 
creaſe our houſe, teaching her the way and 
the maner howe. And if any thynge foꝛ⸗ 
tuned well to vs, we gaue her parte of it. 
Alſo we taught her to be iuſt and trewe in 
her buſynes, and to eſteme and ſet moꝛe by 
them, that were good and rightefull, than 
by them that were falſe and vntrewe: And 
weſhewed her, howe they lyued in moꝛe 


welthe and moꝛe libertie, thanne they that 
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were falſe and vntrnſtye , And ſo thus we 
dyd ſette her in the rowme. And at the 
laſte good Socrates, ſayde he, I ſayde vn⸗ 
to my wyfe, that all this ſhulde auayle no⸗ 
thyng, excepte ſhe toke diligent hede, that 
euery thyng might remaine ſtyl in good oꝛ 
der. I taught her alſo howe in comon wel⸗ 
thes, and in good cities, that were wel ru⸗ 
led and oꝛdred, it was not inoughe foꝛ the 
citezens and dwellers, to haue good lawes 
made vnto them, excepte that they beſyde 
choſe mẽ to haue the ouerſight of the ſame 
lawes, the whoſe duetie ſhuld be to ſe, that 
they the whiche do well, and accozdynge 
to the lawe, maye be pꝛeyſed, and he that 
doth the contrary, to be punyſſhed. And 
ſoo I bad my wyfe, that he ſhulde thynke 
her ſelfe to be, as if it were the ouerſeer of 
the lawes within our houſe : and that ſhe 
ſmhulde, whan ſhe thought beſt, ouer ſe the 
ſtuffe, veſſel, and implementes of our bous 
none otherwiſe thanne the capitaine of a 
gariſon ouerſeeth and pꝛoueth the ſoudy⸗ 
ours, howe euery thynge ſtandeth:oꝛ like 
wyſe as the Senate and the counſell of A⸗ 
thenes ouerſeeth, z maketh a pꝛoffe bothe 
of the men of armes, and alſo of theyꝛ hoꝛ⸗ 
ſes. And that ſhe ſhulde pꝛeiſe 7 rewarde 
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ifſhewerea quene, And blame, ye and pus 
nyſſh.e hym, that doth deſerue it. Beſyde 
al this I taught her, that ſhe ſhulde not be 
diſpleaſed, if I did put her to moꝛe buſines 
2 charged her with mo thynges to be done 
in the houſe, than any ſeruaunt J had, ſe⸗ 
wynge her, thut pꝛentis and couenant ſer⸗ 
uũtes haue no moꝛe of their maiſters goo⸗ 
des, but as moche as they deliuer them, to 
do they2 mayſters ſeruice with al, oꝛ to be⸗ 
ſtowe it in their behalfe, oꝛ to kepe it foꝛ 
them: and they may occupye none of it to 
theyꝛ owne yſe, excepte their maiſters do 
gyrue it them. But he that is the mayſter, 
he hath al, and maye vſe euery thing at his 
owne pleaſure, wherfoꝛe he that hath moſt 
pꝛofytte by it, if his goodes be ſaufe, hath 
moſte lo ſſe, if they be loſte 02 periſhed, J 
ſhewed her, it wer reaſon he ſhuld be moſt 
dily gent, and take beſt hede about it. Than 
ſaydeY . Good Iſchomachus, whanne 
your wyfe harde this, howe dydſhe take 
it? what wyll ye haue any moꝛe of it good 
Socrates, but that ſhe ſayd : I knowe her 
not wel, if I thought it dyd greue her, that 
I ſhoulde teache her, to take hede to her 
goodes and ſubſtaunce. Foꝛ it ſhulde haue 
ben mote greuous vnto mea greate deale, 
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to my goodes, than to byd me to be viligEt 
about that that is mine owne. Foꝛ me thins 
keth, that like wiſe,as it is naturally giuen 
to a good womã, rather to be diligẽt about 
her owne chyldren, thanne not to care for 
them, Lyke wyſe it is mote pleaſure foꝛ an 
boneſt womanne to take hede to her owue 
goodes, than to ſet nought by them. 

And whan J harde, ſayd Socrates, that 
bis wife gaue him ſuch an anſwere, J ſaid, 
By my Faith Iſchomuchus, ye tell me of a 
toly and a manly ſtomacke ofa womanne; 
Pe, ſayde he, ye ſhall here me telle you 02 
ther thynges yet, that wyl well ſhewe her 
good luſtye harte, that whan ſhe had hard 
but ones ſpeake of it, ftreyght way ſhe did 
after me init. Soc. IJ pꝛay vou tel me that, 
foꝛ ſurely I haue moꝛe pleaſure a greatte 
deale, to lerne the vertue of a woman altue, 
than if Teuſis the excellent peynter ſhuld 
ſhewe me the pycture and poꝛtrature of a 
fayze woman. Than ſayde Iſchom. whan 
J had ſene her vppon a tyme, that ſhe had 
peynted her face with a certayne oyntmẽt, 
that ſhe might ſeme whitter than ſhe was, 
and with an other oyntment, that ſhe might 
ſeme redder thã ſhe was in very dede, and 
that ſhe had a peyꝛe of high ſhowes on her 
feete, to make her ſeme taller woman than 


ſhe 
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ſhe was, I ſayde vnto her: Tell me, good 
wyfe, whether wolde ye iuge me woꝛthier 
to be beloued, if our goodes and ſubſtance 
nowe beinge common one to an other, if J 
ſhuldeſhewe you that that J haue in very 
dede, ⁊ make nother moꝛe of it noꝛ no leſſe 
than it is in very dede, and kepte nothyng 
pꝛiuey from you: oꝛ if J went about to de⸗ 
ceiue vou, ſaping Þ had moꝛe than J haue, 
and ſhewinge you falſe money, cheines of 
bꝛaſſe in ſtede of golde, counter feyt pꝛeci⸗ 
ous ſtones, red in the ſtede of ſcarlet, falſe 
purple in the ſtede of pure and good: 
Than ſhe anſwered ſtrer ghte waye. God 
foꝛbid ye ſhuld be ſuch one: Foꝛ if ye were 
ſuche one, I coude not fynde in myne hart 
to loue you, J wyll tell you wyfe: We be 
come together, to thintent to haue pleſure 
of the body one offan other, at the leſt men 
ſay ſo: Whether than, ſeinge J muſt giue 
vou my body to vie with you, were Þ bet⸗ 
ter to be beloued after your tugement,if J 
ſtudied and went about to make my bodye 
ſeme the luſtter,the ſtr 0ger,the better co⸗ 
loured, the better coplectioned, and ſhuld 
noynte my face with certaine oyntmentes, 
and ſoo ſhewe me vnto you, and lye with 
pou, and gyue vou theſe oyntmentes to ſe 
and to handle, in the ſtede of my coloure, 
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and of myne owne face? Foꝛſoth, ſayd ſe, 
ſhuld neuer haue mote pleaſure in hands 
ynge any oyntemente in the ſtede of your 
face, noꝛ delyte moꝛe in thynge counterfe⸗ 
ted, thã in your very eies and natural face. 
Thynke lyke wyſe by me good wyfe, ſayd 
Iſchomachus, that J haue no moe plea⸗ 
lure in oyntmentes, thanne I haue in your 
owne natural body and face. And like wiſe 
as god bath made hotſes, to haue pleaſure 
with maares, bulles with kyne, rammes 
with ewes, ſo lyke wiſe menne doo thynke 
that body moſte plcaſant,that is pure. And 
as foꝛ ſuche wyles and deceytes,they may 
paraduenture begyle ſtraungers, ſoo that 
they ſhall neuer be ſpyed, but they that be 
dayly conuerſant together, they ſhal light 
ly perceiue, if the tone go about to deceiue 
the tother. 5 oꝛ they wyll be ſpyed, either 
whan they ryſe out of theyꝛ bedde, before 
they make them redy, oꝛ whan they ſweate 
oꝛ whan they wepe, oꝛ whan they waſſhe 2 
bath them. Socra, And J pꝛape pou, ſayd 

EN what anaunſmere made ſhe toit.Yſcho, 
What, ſapde J:? by my feyth ſhe went ne⸗ 
ner ſens aboute no ſuche matters, but ſhea 
wed her ſelfe alway pure with as good cõ⸗ 
lines as myght be. And ſhe aſked me, whe- 
ther Jcoude giue her any . 
| pe 
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ſhe ſhulde be fayꝛer in dede, and not onely 
appere ſo. And than J gaue her counſaile, 
that ſhe ſhulde not ſit ſtyll lyke a flaue oꝛ a 
bondeman, but go aboute the houſe lyke a 
mayſtres, and ſe howe the woꝛkes of the 
houſe wente foꝛwarde: ſometymes to the 
weauinge women, both to teche them that 
ſhe can do better than they, ⁊ alſo to marke 
who doth better oꝛ woꝛſe: ſome tymes to 
loke vpon her that baketh the bꝛead: ſome 
tymes to loke vppon her, that kepeth the 
ſtoꝛe houſe, to ſe her ſet vp and mette that 
that ſne weaueth: ſometimes to beſtir her 
ſelfe, lokinge if euery thynge be ſette vp in 
bis place. Fo: I rekened, that this ſhulde 
be bothe away, to take hede to the houſe, - 
and al ſo ſhulde ſerue for a good walke. Als * 
ſo J ſaid, it were a good exerciſe to/Waſhe, 
to boulte, to bake, to ſhake keuerlettes, 
hangynges, tappeſſary ware, and to ſette 
them vp agayne in their place. Foꝛ I ſaid, 
if he did ſomwhat to exerciſe her ſclfe,ſhe 
ſhoulde haue the moꝛe luſte to her meate, 
ſhe ſhulde be the moꝛe helthy, and get bets 
ter fauored colour in very dede. And alſo 
the ſight of the maiſtres, being mote clens 
lier and far better apparayled, and ſettyng 
her hand to woꝛke, and in a maner ſtriuyng 
with her ſeruantes, who ſhal do moſt, is a 
| E iu great 
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greate comfoꝛte vnto them, that be vnder 
her, ſpecially whan it lieth in them, either 
to do her pleaſure in doing of theyꝛ wolke 
with a good wyll, oꝛ to be compelled to do 
it againſte theyꝛ wylles. But they that al 
way do ſtande ſtyl like quenes in their ma= 
ieſtie, they wil be onely iuged of thoſe wo⸗ 
men that be triumphantly arayed, the whi⸗ 
che do deceyue thein. And nowe, ſayd he, 

good Socrates be yeſure,ſhe lyueth euen\ 


as J haue taughte her, and as J tell you, 


Soc. Than ſayde J. Good ↄſchomachus, 
me thinketh ye haue ſufficiẽtly ſpoken tou⸗ 
chynge the behauour of your wyfe, and of 
you, to the greate pꝛayſe of you bothe:but 
now J pꝛay vou, tel me your owne dedes, 
that bothe ye may reioyce in tellyng ſuche 
thynges, the whiche do get you ſo good a 
name. And whan J haue harde and lerned 
the wotkes 7 dedes of a good honeſt man, 
I may glue you ſuch thãkes as ye deſerue, 
and accoꝛdynge to my power. By my faith 


ſayde Yſchomachns, J wyll be gladde to 
tell vou all, what ſo euer J doo, to the en⸗ 


tent ye may coꝛrecte me, if ve thynke J do 
not wel in ſome thynge. Socrates. Ve but 
tel me, howe coude J coꝛrecte you, ſeinge 
that ye be come to this poynt, to be a good 
honeſt man, ſp Sine whan J am the _ 
that 
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chat is take foꝛ a trifler, that occupieth him 
ſelfe in nothynge, but in meaſuryng of the 
aire 2 And that that is a very ſoꝛe rebuke, 
and a teken of moſt great foly, J am called 
a pooꝛe man. And J aſſure you, that name 
wold haue troubled me very ſoꝛe, if I had 
not met the torher daye by chance one Hi⸗ 
cias hots, and ſene moch people that came 
after to beholde him, and harde very moch 
talkynge of hym. And in very dede I came 
to the hoꝛſekeper and aſked him, whether 
the hoꝛſe had moch money oꝛ not. And he 
loked vpon me, as though J bad ben mad, 
to aſke hym ſuche a piuiſſhe : queſtion, and 
ſaid:ſh owe ſhulda hoꝛſe haue any money? 
And ſo I turned me euen backe again, whã 
J harde, it was laufull fo: a pooꝛe hoꝛſe to 


The name 
ofpouerte 


be good, if he had a good fre harte and ſto= 


macke with him . And therfoꝛe J pꝛaye 
vou, ſeinge it is lyke wiſe lauful foꝛ a pooꝛe 
man to be good, that ye wyll tell me your 
maner of lyuynge to the vttermoſt poynte, 


to thentent that whan ye haue tolde me, 1 


maye endeuour my ſelfe to lerne it, ⁊ from 
this day foꝛ warde to begyn to folowe you 
and do after you . Fo: that maye be called 
a very good day, on the whiche a man be⸗ 
ginneth to be good and vertuous. I know 

well ye ieſt with me good Socrates, ſayde 
E. iii. Iſcho⸗ 
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Iſchomachus: But pet I wyll tell you as 
farfoꝛth as I canne, the holle courſe of my 
lyfe, the whiche J purpoſe to folowe ſtyl 
tyll the laſte daye of my lyfe. 

After that I had wel perceiued, that ex⸗ 
cepte a man knoweth what is to be done, ⁊ 
wyll ſette and applpe his mynde and dyly⸗ 
gence to perfoꝛme the ſame, god granteth 
no man to do well. And vnto them, that be 
both wiſe and diligent, god ſendeth welth 
and good fortune , Wherfoꝛe fyꝛſte of all 
J began to honour and woꝛſhype god, and 
to call vpon hym with my pꝛayers, that he 
wold voucheſafe to ſend me the grace, that 
J might hauc my belth, ſtrength of body, 
honour in my citie, good wyll of my fren⸗ 
des, to returne home agayn ſafe from war 
fare, with the increaſe of my ryches and 
goodes. Socrd. And whan J harde that, 
J ſaid: And care ye ſo moch to ware riche, 
ſeinge that whan ye be ryche, ve haue the 
moꝛe trouble, in ſtudienge howe to oꝛder 
and kepe your goodes © Yes mary, fayde 
Iſcho. I haue no ſmall care of that that ye 
aſke me. Foꝛ me thynketh it is great plea⸗ 
ſure both to worſhippe god honorably, and 
to helpe my frendes, if they be in nede, and 
to ſe that the citie be not depꝛyued of the 
ounamentes'or, ryches, as moche as lyeth 
in me 
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in me. Socrat . By my fayth, that that ye 
ſay good Yichomachus, is good and alſo 
very honoꝛable, and longyngetoa man of 
great power and ſubſtaunce. Iſcho. It 
muſte nedes be thus. For there be ſomme 
men, the whiche can not liue but they muſt 
be holpen of other men. And there be ma⸗ 
ny agayne, that reken it ſufficient, if they 
canne get that, that is neceſſary foꝛ them. 
But thoſe that wyll not onely oꝛder and 
gyde theyꝛ houſes, but alſo haue ſo greate 
abonndaunce, that they do both honour to 
the citie, and alſo helpe aud eaſe their fren⸗ 
des : why ſhulde not they be called and ta⸗ 
ken foꝛ men of pꝛofound wiſedome,of gret 
power, and of ſtout ſtomacke- Socrates. 
Surely there be many of vs, ſayde J, that 
may well pꝛaiſe ſuche maner of men. But 
foꝛ goddis ſake tell me euen fro the place, 
where ye beganne, howe ye go aboute to 
maintein your helth, and alſo the ſtrength 
of your body, howe it may be lauful, to re⸗ 
tourne honourably home agayn ſafe from 
the warre. Foꝛ as touchynge the encrea⸗ 
ſynge of goodes, we ſhall here of it after⸗ 
warde ſufficiently. But me thynketh, ſaid 
Iſ\c.that theſe thinges be linked together, 
and come one after an other. Foꝛ whan a 
man hathe meate and 3 ſufficiently , if 
Ps e 
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be do labour well, he ſhall haue his helthe 
the better andthe longer. And he that is 
well exerciſed in war, he ſhal returne home 


ſafe agayne, and with moꝛe honour . nd 
he that is diligent, and doth not coker him 
ſelfe, noꝛ gyue him ſelfe to ſlouth and idel⸗ 
nes, he is the moꝛe lykely to encreaſe his 
houſe.Socra. F oꝛſoth good Iſch. I grant 
vou all this fuen bytherto, where ye laye, 
that he that luboureth, taketh peyne, vſeth 
diligence, and exerciſcth him ſelfe, cometh 
the rather to goodes. But what labour ye 
vſe to meinteine a good complection, and 
to get you ſtrength, and howe alſo ye exer 
ciſe your ſelf foꝛ the war, and howe ye ſtu⸗ 
dye to get ſo moch ſubſtance and goodes, 
that ye may bothe helpe your frendes, and 
make the citie moꝛe honoꝛable and ſtroger 
by it, that wold J very fayne here. Uerily 
good Socrates ſayde Iſchoma. J ryſe in 
the moꝛnynge out of my bed ſo yerelp, that 
if I wold ſpeke with any mi, I ſhal be ſure 
to fynde hym yet within. And if J haue a⸗ 
ny thynge ado in the citie, J go about it, z 
take it foꝛ a walke. And if I haue no matter 
of great impoꝛtance to do within the citie, 
my page bꝛyngeth my hoꝛſe afoꝛe in to the 
fieldes, and ſo I take the way to my groũd 
fo; a walke, better perauenture, than oy 

| dy 
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byd walke in the galeries and walking plas 
ces of the citie. And whan I come to my 
grounde, and if my tenantes be eyther ſet= 
tynge of trees, oꝛtyllyng oꝛ renewyng the 
grounde, oꝛ ſowynge, oꝛ caryenge of the 
fruite, I beholde howe euerye thynge is 
done, and caſte in my mynd, how I might 
do it better. And after warde fo: the moſt 
parte, I gette me a hoꝛſebacke, and ride as 
nere as J can, as though J were in warre 
conſtrayned to do the ſame, wherfoꝛe Y do 
not ſpare nother croked wayes, noꝛ noo 
ſhroude goinges vp, no ditches, waters, 
hedges, no: trenches, takynge hede fo: al: 
that, as nere as can be poſſible, that in this 
doing, I do not maime my hoꝛſe. And whã 
J haue thus doone, the page leadeth the 
horſe trottynge home agayne, and caryeth 
home with him into the cite, out of the cũ⸗ 
trey, that that we haue nede of. And ſo tha 
I get me home againe, ſomtimes walkyng, 
and ſometyme runnynge. Than Y waſſhe 
my handes, and ſo go to dyner good Soc. 
the which is oꝛleyned betwene bothe, ſoo 
that J abyde al the daye nother voyde noꝛ 
yet to full. Socrates, By my trouth good 
Iſchomachus, ye do theſe thynges won⸗ 
ders pleaſauntely. Foꝛ in dede to vſe and 
occupye at ones all maner of * 4 
chat 
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that be oꝛdeined fo: helth, foꝛ ſtrength,fox 
exerciſe of war, foꝛ ſtudy and conueiaunce, 
howe to get goodes and all in one time, me 
thinketh a maruailous thynge. Foꝛ ye do 
ſhewe euident tokens, that ye applie your 
mynde well and trewely to al this. Foꝛ we 
ſe you commonly, thanked be god, foꝛ the 
moſte parte helthfull, ſtronge and luſtpe. 
Moꝛe ouer we know, that ye be called one 
of the beſte hoꝛſe men, and one of the ry⸗ 
cheſt men of the citie. Iſchomachus. And 


thoughe J thus do, as ye haue harde, vet 


can not J eſchewe detraction : ye thought 
paraduenture that J wolde haue ſapde, J 
am ther foꝛe called a good honeſte manne. 
Soc. And foꝛſoth ſo I was aboute to ſay 
good Iſchoma. But this I thought fyꝛſte 
to enquere of you, whether ye do ſtudye ⁊ 
ſet your mynde, howe to anſwere theſe de⸗ 
tractours, and ſpeake in a cauſe, whether it 
be your owne oꝛ an other mans, oꝛ to iuge 
it, if nede be. Iſch. Thinke you that I do 
not ſ afficieritly my part in this matter, if J 

thynke by my good dedes to defende my 
ſelfe, and do no wonge, and as moche as 
J may helpe and do pleaſure to many men: 
And moꝛeouer, thinke ye that it is not wel 
done to accuſe ſuche men, that do wzonge 


bothe to pnwate * alſo to the * 
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that wyll do no mam good: Socrat , But 
vet if ye ſet pour mynde to ſuche thynges, 
J pꝛaye you ſhewe it me? Iſchomachus. 
Foꝛſoth Y neuer ſtint, but am alway exer⸗ 
cyſinge my ſelfe in retoꝛicke and eloquẽce. 
Fo: whan Jhere one of my ſeruantes cõ⸗ 
playne on an other, oꝛ anſwere in his owne 
cauſe, I ſeke to knowe the truthe. Again, 
J either blame ſome man to my frendes, oꝛ 
els pꝛayſe him, 02 els I go about to binge 
at one ſome men of mine acqueintance, that 
be at variaunce, endeuoꝛynge my ſelſe, to 
ſn ewe them, howe it is more for theyꝛ pꝛo⸗ 
fytte to be fryendes, than yll wyllers and 
enmies. And befoꝛe the hygh rulers I vſe 
both to commende and defende hym, that 
is oppꝛeſſed by wꝛonge and iniury, and be⸗ 
forte the loꝛdes of the counſayle I accuſe 
bym, that J ſee pꝛomoted vnwoꝛthyly, and 
I pꝛeyſe that that is done by counſaile and 
deliberation, and the contrarye I diſcom⸗ 
mende. But I am nowe bꝛoughte to this 
point, that either it behoueth me to ſuffre, 
oꝛ to puniſhe, Socra. Of whome J pꝛaye 
the Iſcho? For that do not J yet knowe, Skepffe 
Iſchoma. Mary of my wyfe. Soc. But With a 
in what maner do ye ſtreue in pour quarel? wpfe, 
Iſchom. Whan ſhe happeth to ſay trouth, 
it is very gentilly done, But whan ſhe . 

eth, 
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eth, and erreth in her woꝛdes, foꝛſoth So. 
J can not refoꝛme her. Soc. May chance 
that that is falſe, ye can not make it trewe. 
But paraduenture ye wold degon Iſcho. 
and J do let yoi. Truely I wolde be lothe 
to tary vou, if it pleaſe you to go henſe. 

Iſchomachus . No in good faythe , good 
Socrates, I wil not go hence til the court 
bꝛeake vp. Socrates. By my faythe, ye 
be right circumſpect, and tuke good bede, 
that ye loſe not that honoꝛable name, to be 
called a good honeſt man. Fo: where pars 
auenture pe haue many great buſineſſes 7 
thynges to take hede to, that require gret 
dylygence: et bycauſe ye pꝛomy ſed thoſe 
ſtrangere to tary for them here, ye wil not 
deceiue them. Iſcho. As foꝛ thoſe my bu⸗ 
ſineſſes that ye ſpeke of Socrates, I haue 
pꝛouided for them wel inough. Foꝛ I haue 
in the fieldes my baillies of housbandry, ⁊ 
my deputies. Socr. But ſins we be fall in 
this communication, I pꝛay pou Iſchoma⸗ 
chus tell me, whan ye haue nede of a good 
bayllye, doo ye inquere, whether there be 
any that canne do it welle, and ſo fynde the 
meane to haue him: lyke wyſe as whan ye 
haue nede of a carpenter, whan ye knowe 
where is one, that can good ſkylle therof, 


ve wil deſire to haue him, oꝛels do ye make 
; Tour 


A | 


of houſcholde, 40 
your baylics and deputies your ſelfe, and 
teache them to do it? By my fayth, J in- 
deuour me to teache and inſtruct them my Howe fo 
ſelfe. Foz he that Mulde be ſufficient to do pꝛepare a 
thoſethynges foꝛ me in myne abſencethat, Bayfie of 
he is put to, what nedeth he toknoweany gous ban⸗ 
thynge, but that that J doo my ſelfe? Foꝛ day. 
if I be ſuffictent to ſette men a woꝛke, and 
commaunde theym what they ſhall doo, J 
trow J am able to teach an other man that 
that I can do my ſelfe . Socrat. Than he 
that is a baily of housbadry muſt owe you 
good wyll and fauour, and alſo to al yours, 
if he being p2zeſent,ſhalbe ſufficient in your 
abſence. Foꝛ without loue and good wyl, 
what good can a baylye do, ifhe be neuer 
ſo experte and connynge? By my faythe, 
ſaid Iſchomachus, neuer a whit:but as foꝛ 
me, the fyꝛſte thynge that euer J do, J go 
aboute to teache him to loue me and mine, 
and to loue my goodes , And J pꝛay you 
fot goddis ſake tell me, howe do ye tcache 
him to loue you and yours, who ſo euer he 
be that ye do this benefitte vnto 4 By my 
fayth, ſayd he, by gentil and liberal dealing, 
whan god ſendeth me plenty of any maner 
thinge. Socra. This ye meane J trowe, 
that they, the whiche be eaſed and holpe 
by your goodes oꝛ money, do loue you and 
: deſyꝛe 
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deſire that ye maye do well. Surely good 
Socrates, ſayd he, that is the beſte inſtru⸗ 
ment that can be, to allure and get a mans 
good wyll withal. Socrat. And whan he 
beareth you good wyl, good Iſchomach. 
is he therfoꝛe ſufficient to be a baylye? Foꝛ 
we may ſee, that al men loue theym ſelfes, 
and yet though louggiſhenes they be ne⸗ 
gligent todo thoſe thynges,the which fot 
the moſte parte they coueyt right moch to 
haue, as goodes, Iſcho. Ve but whan JY 
wol make ſuche men as loue me, my bailies 
and ouer ſeers of my buſynes, J inſtructe 
and moniſhe them befoꝛe, howe they ſhuld 
ouer ſe euery th ynge dyligently. Socrate, 
Can ye bꝛynge that to paſſe? Foꝛſothe me 
thinketh it is vnlykely, that any man coude 
be tautzht, to gide an other mans buſines a 
ryght. Iſch. In yery dede it is impoſſible 
good Zocrates, to inſtruct and teach eue⸗ 
ry man diligently to do it, Socr. And who 
be they, that ye thinke mete to be taught 2 
inſtructed? Foꝛ that I deſyꝛe very greatly 
to knowe. Iſcho . Fyꝛſte ofall they that 
can no? refrain them ſelfes from dꝛonken⸗ 
nes, are excluded from this care. Foꝛ dꝛõ⸗ 
kennes bꝛingeth in with it foꝛgetfulnes of 
all maner of thynges, that a man ſhulde do. 
Soc. Whether'than is it impoſſyble, but 
| EF id onely 
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dnely in them, that can not refrayne them 
from dꝛonkennes, to make them diligente, 
oꝛ bethere any other beſyde? Yes mary 
ſayde Iſchomachus, and they alſo that can 
not refraine them ſelfe from flepe, Socra. 
Be there any mo beſyde thoſe? Me thin⸗ 
keth, ſapde Iſchomachus, that they, the 
whiche do ſctte they? myndes ſooꝛe to the 
pleaſure of the fleſſhe, that it is tmpoſſible 
to teache them to haue moꝛe mynde to any 
thynge than to that: foꝛ they can find no⸗ 
ther hope noꝛ ſtudy moꝛe pleaſant to them 
then of theyꝛ louers. And whanne they 
haue any thynge to do, it is harde to ima- 
gyne a ſoꝛer pum ſmemente, than that is to 
em to be kept from them they be in loue 
with. Therfoꝛe J let ſuche maner of men 
go, noꝛ neuer go about to teache theym to 
be moꝛe diligent. Socr. Ye but they, that 
do ſet theyꝛ mynd ſoꝛe to lucre, be not they 
apte to be taught that diligence, the which 
ſhuld be vſed and occupied in your groũd: 
Iſchoma. Yes mary they. there can none 
be ſoner brought to this duligence. For ye 
nede no moꝛe but only toſhewe them, that 
dilygence is very pꝛofitable. W Oherfoꝛe if 
I chaunce to haue ſuche one. I commende 
hym moch. Soc. And as foꝛ other men, 
che whiche do en. them frome ſuche 

thinges 
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mapfters diligente mayſter by his chaſtyſing of dull 
make good heded ſeruauntes, hath lyghtly inſtructed 
ſernantes. them. But he that wyll go aboute to make 
other dily gent in theyꝛ woꝛke, he moſt — 

| cially 


Xenophons treatiſe | 
thinges as ye do command, and haue a mes 
tely good mynde towarde lucre, howe do 
ye teche them to be as diligent as ye wold 
haue them? Iſchoma. Mary very well 
good Socr. Fot whan J ſe them diligent, 
IJ do bothe pꝛeyſe and rewarde them. And 
agayne, whanne J ſee them neglygent and 
recheleſſe, I both do and lay al that euer J 
can to anger and vexe them with. Socrat. 
Ye but Iſchomachus, ſauig your tale, that 
is of them, that be all redy inſtructed to be 
diligent:tell me this, touching the inſtruc⸗ 
tion of them, whether it be poſſyble foꝛ a 
man, that is naturally negligente, to make 
other dylygent? Iſcho. No by my faith, 
no moꝛe than he that hath no ſkil in muſike 
can make other men mulictans , Foꝛ it is 
harde foꝛ a ſcholer to lerne that thing wel, 
that his maiſter teacheth yl. And it is hard 
foꝛ a ſeruaunte to vſe any diligence, whan 
his mayſter gyuethe hym exaumple of ne⸗ 
gligence. And ſhoꝛtely to ſpeake and in ge 
neral, I do not remẽbꝛe that euer J hard, 
that any yll mayſter had any good feruans 
tes. Mary this haue I ſenc, that a good 
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cially oughte to be a pꝛouident and a ware 
man, and ouer ſe and marke theyꝛ wotkes, 
And whan there is any thynge wel and di⸗ 
lygently done, he muſte cunne hym greate 
thanke that dyd it, and he muſte fot ſtycke 
to punyſſhe hym ſharpely, accoꝛding as he 
de ſerueth, that is negligẽt in his buſynes. 
And foꝛſoth me thiketh to this purpoſe it 
is a ryght goodly aunſwere, that the Per⸗ 
ſian made. Fo: whan the kynge of Perſe 
aſked hym, rydynge vppon a ryghte fayꝛe 
hoꝛſe, what thing did ſoneſt make an hoꝛſe 
fat, he ſaid his maiſters eies. Some thinke 
lyke wiſe good Socrates, by al other thin⸗ 
ges, that the maiſters eie mooſte ſpecially 
maketh them to be in farre better plite. 
Socrat. But whan ye haue tolde and ſhe⸗ 
wed him very wel, and with great inſtance, 
that he muſte take hede to ſuche thynges, 
as ye wyll haue hym, and that he is yerye 
dylygent, is he than mete to be your bayly 
oꝛ ſtewarde, oꝛ els muſt he lerne ſomwhat 
beſyde to make hym fyt foꝛ that purpoſe? 
Iſchomachus. Ho J wis man. Foꝛ it be⸗ 
houeth hym yet to lerne, what he muſt do, 
and whan, and howe he ſhall oꝛder euc- 
ry thynge. Foꝛ elles what auayleth a bai⸗ 
lye oꝛa ſtewarde moꝛe withoute this, than 
| 8pbiſycion, the whiche nyghte and daye, 
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varly and late taketh hede to aſycke man, 
and yet he woteth not what is pꝛofytable 
for the ſame pacient. Socrat . And whan 

he knoweth what is to be doone, ſhall he 
nede any thynge elles, oꝛ ſhall he than be a 
perfecte bayly oz ſtewarde? Iſcho. e 
thynketh, that he ſhulde lerne alſo to rule 
the woꝛke men. Socra. And do pe teache 
your bayly oꝛ ſtewarde to be able to rule? 
J go about it at leaſte, ſaid Iſchom. Soc. 
And J pꝛay vou foꝛ goddis ſake, howe do 
ye teache men to haue the ſcience to rule ⁊ 
commande: Iſchoma. Uery ealily good 
Socra. in ſo moc;,B that I thynke ye ſhall 
laugh at it, whan ye here it. Soc. Foꝛſoth 
good Iſch. ſayd J, it is no matter to laugh 
at, but he deſeructh and ought rather to be 
byghly lauded, that hath the wit to teache 
that. $92 he that can teache men howe to 
rule, he canalſo make them maiſters, and 
he that can make them maiſters, can make 
thẽ puncelyke and able to be kinges. Iſch. 
Surely al maner of beaſtes, good Socrat. 
do lerne to obey by the reaſon of theſe two 
thinges, that is to ſay, whan they do ſtriue 
and will not be obedyente, they be punyſ⸗ 
ſed : and whan they do quickely that that 
a man byddeth them, they be cheriſhed and 
wellintrcated, Colteo and yonge horſes 
lerne 
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lerne to obeye theyꝛ bꝛekers and tamers : 
5 o2 whan they do obeye theym, they haue 

omwhat done to the fot it, that is to their 
pleaſure and caſe : But whan they wyl not 
ober, they beate and hãdel them very ſoꝛe 
z roughly foꝛ it, vntyll the time they ſerue 
the bꝛeker at his wyll. And yonge ſpay⸗ 
nels lyke wiſe, the whiche be worſe than 
mena greate deale, foꝛ lacke of reaſon, and 

for lacke of ſpeche, yet they lerne to ren a⸗ 
bout, to fetche oꝛ cary, to go into the wa⸗ 
ter after the ſame maner , For whan they 
obey, they haue ſomwhat giuen them, that 

they haue nede of, and whan they wyl not, 

noꝛ care not foꝛ it, they be puniſſhed. But 
as foꝛ men they mare be well perſwaded ⁊ 
brought to obedience, if a man wyll ſhewe 
them, howe it ſhall be for theyꝛ pꝛofpte, if 
they do obey. Neuertheles vnto bondmen 
and vile perſons, that way that ts vſed and 
occupied towarde beaſtes, wyll very well 
induce them foꝛ to lerne to obeye. For if 
re do ſomwhat foꝛ theyꝛ bealye, and make 
them fare well, ye ſhall gette very moche 
done of them. But ioly ſtomackes and no⸗ 
ble natures be mooſte moued and ſtyꝛred 
with pꝛayſe. Foꝛ there be ſome natures, 
that doo deſyꝛe as moche laude and pꝛayſe 
as other do meate and dꝛynke. And whan 
F in J 
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I haue taught him, that I wil make my bai 
ly oꝛ my ſtewarde, ſuche thinges, the whi⸗ 
che whan g do them my ſylfe, me thynketh 
I ſhall make men moꝛe obedient vnto me, 
J do ioyne this vnto it beſyde. Foꝛ as tous 
chynge hoſen and ſhowes, and other ray⸗ 
ment, the whiche J muſte gyue my labou⸗ 
rers, I make them not alyke. Fo: there be 
ſomebetter and ſome worſe : to the entent 
that the beſt woꝛkmẽ may haue the pꝛeemi 
nẽce to haue the better, and the worſt may 
be giuen to the woꝛſte. For me thynketh, 
it greueth good ſeruauntes verye ſooꝛe, 
wha they ſe that the woꝛke that they haue 
done, and how thoſe haue euen as moch as 

they, that wyll not labour noꝛ take peyne, 
whã it behoueth to do it. wherfoꝛe nother 
I my ſelfe wyl not ſuffre, that they that be 
worſt, and they that be beſte, ſhulde be ſer⸗ 
ucdalalyke. And whan I fe that my bay⸗ 
lies and deputies doth gyue the moſte and 
the beſt to them that do beſte, I do pꝛeyſe 
him foꝛ it. But and I fe him prefer any man 
afoꝛe other, becauſe of his flatterynge, oz 
foꝛ ſome other piuiſſhe cauſe, I do not ſuf⸗ 
fre it ſoo to paſſe, but I blame and rebuke 
him greatly therfoꝛe, and I goo about to 
teache hym alſo, that that, the whiche he 
doth, is not foꝛ his pꝛofite r 

n 


of houſeholde 4 4 
And whanhe is ſufficient thus to rule und 
guyde, good Iſchomachus, ſo that he can 
make them to obey hym, do ye thynke that 
bayly perfecte on euery ſyde, oꝛ hathe he 
nede of any other thynge elles? Yes mary, 
ſayde Iſchomachus, fot it behoueth hym 
to kepe his hãdes clene from his maiſters 
goodes, and beware that he ſteale nothing 
therof . Foꝛ if he, that hath the fruites in 
his handes, wold be ſo bolde to conuey ſo 
moche out of the waye, that that, whiche 
remayned were not ſuffycyente to mayn⸗ 
teyne the worke and fynde the labourers, 
what pꝛofytte ſhulde we haue by his baye⸗ 
lyſhyppe, and by his dily gence? Socrates, 
And do you in dede take vpõ you to teach 
them that iuſtice and ryghtcfulnes :? Yes 
mary, ſayd Iſchomachus: but J fynd that 
euery manne dothe not obeye and folowe 
this teachynge and inſtruction of myne. 
N euertheleſſe I take here a pece of Dra⸗ 
cons lawes, and here a piece of Solons, 7 
ſo-endeuour my ſelfe to bꝛynge my ſeruan⸗ 
tes to folowe iuſtyce. Foz me thynketh 
that theſe men haue made many lawes to 
teache men iuſtice. For they haue wꝛitten, 
that he muſte be puniſſhed that ſteleth, and 
he that robbeth muſt be put in pꝛiſon ⁊ put 
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that they haue weittẽ thoſe thinges to the 

intente that they, the whiche do gette any 

goodes foule and ſhamefully, contrary to 

reaſon and equitie, ſhuld haue no vantage 

noꝛ no pꝛofit by it. And whan J haue this 

do, I bꝛynge in beſide ſomme lawes of the 

kynge of Perſe, to make my ſeruauntes to 

dealc rightfully in that they be put to. Foꝛ 

as touchinge Dracons and Solons lawes, 

they do no moꝛe but punyſhe them that do 

PHerſiens amyſſe, but the kynge of Perſes lawes doo 

fames, not onely punyſſhe them that do wꝛonge 7 

vniuſtly, but alſo thei do them good that be 

rightfull and deale tuſtty. Wherby it appe⸗ 

reth, that many, the whiche be very coue⸗ 

tous, and care not what they do, ſoo that 

they may wyn, when they ſe that they, the 

whiche be ryghtefull and good, ware ry⸗ 

cher than they, the whiche doo other men 

wꝛonge, they continue and pꝛoſpere well 

in this that they do no man w2onge. And 

whan J perceyue, that any of theym, vnto 

the which I haue benne good and ſhewed 

pleaſure vnto them, wyll not leaue, but go 

about ſtyll to do wꝛonge and deale pniuſtes 

lp, than whan J perceyue that he is paſt al 
remedy, J put hym out of his roume, and 

wyll not let hym occupye it no moꝛe. But 


 whan J perferuf that any of them — 
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bis mynde and courage to be good, a iuſte 
and a true ſeruant, and doth it not ſo moch 
bycauſe they thynke to haue ſomme vaun⸗ 
tage by it, but foꝛ the deſire that they haue 
to pleaſe me, ⁊ to be pꝛaiſed of me, though 
they be bounde men, I vie them as fre me, 
and foꝛ their ioly freharte, I do not onely 
pꝛomote them in goodes and ryches, but 
alſo pꝛayſe and commende theym as good 
and honeſte men. Foꝛ me thynketh that an 
boneſt manne, that is deſpꝛous of honour, 
doth differ in this poynte from a couetous 
man, that foꝛ pꝛayſe and honour wyll take 
payne and put hym ſelfe in ieopardy, whan 
it is nedefull:and yet kepe him ſelfe cleane 
from foule lucre. And thus whan ye haue 
ones ingendred and faſtned this affection 
ina man. that he oweth you good wyl, and 
bereth you good loue and fauour, and that 
pc haue brought hym to this point, that he 
wyll applie his mynde and diligence to do 
euen as ye wold your ſelfe, and beſide that 
ye haue gotten him the ſcience, howe eue⸗ 
ry wotke that is done ſhal be moſt pꝛofita⸗ 
ble, and made him alſo ſufficient and able to 
rule, and that he will beſide this bring and 
ſhewe youthe fruites of the grounde none 
other wiſe thanne ye wolde to vour ſelfe: 
whether nedeth he any thyng els oꝛ not, J 
+ #1 Sy wyl 
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will ſpeke no moꝛe, foꝛ me thynketh, that 
ſuch a man ſhuld be a very good and a pꝛo- 
fitable ſtuwarde and deputie. Socra, But 
J pꝛaye you good Iſchomachus, doo not 
leaue behynde that parte, whiche we haue 
ſo lyghtly runne ouer. And what is that 
ſayd Iſchomachus: Socrates , Mary ye 
ſayde, that the greatteſt poynte of all was 
to lerne howe euery thyng ſhulde be done, 
to the ende that pꝛofyte therby ſhulde ryſe 
pynto vs, foꝛ other wyſe ye ſayde, that dily⸗ 
gence coulde auayle nothynge, excepte a 
man knewe what and howe to do. Iſcho. 
Do ye byd me to teache you the ſcience of 
housbandry: Foꝛſoth it is it, ſayde J, that 
maketh them riche, that can wel occupy it: 
and they that can not, thoughe they take 
neuer ſo moch peine, they le wꝛetchedly. 
Iſcho. Row than fyꝛſt of all yeſhall here 
howe gentil a ſcience it is. Foz ſeynge it is 

moſte pꝛofitable and pleaſante to occupie, 
moſt goodlyeſt, beſt beloued of god and of 
men, and beſyde that moſte eaſye to lerne, 
bowe ſhulde it nat be a ientyll ſcience- Foꝛ 
we call al theſe beaſtis gentyll, the whiche 
be goodly, gr eat, and pꝛofitable, and be not 
herle but tame among men. Socra. But 
me thynketh, good Iſchoma. that I haue 


very welperceyued, that where ye ſayde, 
howe 
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howea man muſte teache a ſtewarde, and a 
deputy,and that ye taught him to owe you 
good loue and good wyll, and lyke wyſe, 
that ye went about to make hym diligente, 
able to rule, and alſo ryghtfull : but where 
ye ſayde, that he, whiche wil be diligent in 
dede in husbãdry, muſt lerne what is to be 
done, howe, and in what ſeaſon, me thyn⸗ 
keth we haue ouer paſſed it ſome what to 
quickely and to negligently. Lyke wyſe as 
if ye ſayd, that he, the which wil wꝛite that 
that a man ſpeaketh, and rede that that is 
wꝛitten, muſte knowe his letters. Foꝛ he 
that did here this, hath harde nothing els, 
but that he muſt lerne to know his letters. 
But whan he perceyueth, that he is neuer 
the nerer to knowe what letters do meane. 
And nowe lyke wiſe J beleue verye well, 
that he, the which wil vſe diligence in huſ⸗ 
bandry, muſt lerne to know wel huſbãdry, 
but though I beleue and knowe that well, 
yet am I neuer the wyſer howe to occupy 
busbandry. And if I were euen now deter 
mined to fal to housbandry, I wold thinke 
J were lyke a phyſicion, the whiche gothe 
about and loketh vpon ſicke me, yet can he 
not tel what is good foꝛ them. And ther⸗ 
fore to thend J be not ſuche one, teche me 
the very point and caſt of 3 — 
othe 
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ſofb good Den ſayde he, it is not by 
this as by other craftcs and ſciences, that 
he which lerneth them muſt be a long time 
about them; and beſtowe moch peyne and 
labour in them, er he can do any thynge to 
get his liuing by. [Þouſebandry is nothing 
ſo harde to lerne: foꝛ ye ſhall lerne it euen 
anone loking vpon the labourers, and part 
ly byheryng ſpeke of it, ſo that if ye wyl ye 
may teach it vnto other. And truely other 
artificers and craftes mẽ do hide and kepe 
pꝛiuey to theym ſelfe the beſte poyntes of 
theyꝛ ſciences, the good houſebande men, 
he that ſetteth trees beſt, he wyll haue ve⸗ 
ry great pleaſure, if any man beholde hym, 
and he that ſoweth after the ſame maner. 
And if ye aſke him of any thing that is wel 
wꝛoughte, Yam ſure he wyll neuer kepe 
from you, howe he dyd it. And ſoo good 
Socrates, houſebandry techeth them that 
be conuerſant in it tobe of gentyll maners 
and diſpoſition, Socrates. Forſothe this 
is a good begynnynge, and nowe J haue 
harde vou tell this moch, it is vnpoſſible to 
ſtoppe me from 1nqueringe of vou further 
therof. And therfoꝛe ſeinge ye ſaye it is a 
thyng ſo eaſe to lerne, do the rather ſewe 
it me. Foꝛ it is noo name to you to teache 


that that is eaſpe: : but it is rather a greate 
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Fame to me, if J can it not, ſpecially whan 
it is ſo pꝛofytable. 


And therfoꝛe I wyl ſhewe vnto pou firſt 
of all ſayde Iſchomachus, that that whys 
che is the diffuſeſt point of al housbandry, 
as they ſay, whiche diſpute of it moſte ex- 
actly in wordes ,and in dede occupie it nes 
uer a whit, is nothynge harde at all. Foꝛ 
they ſay, that he that wyll be a good hous- finowłege 
bande man, muſte fyꝛſte knowe the nature of good 
of the grounde. Socrates, In dede they gr ounde 
ſeme to ſay wel: Foꝛ he that doth not know T 
what the grounde wyll bꝛynge forthe, J 
trowe he cannot knowe nother what ſede 
he ſhuld ſowe, noꝛ what trees is beſt to ſer, 
Iſchomachus . And ther foꝛe a man maye 
knowe by an other mannes grounde. what 
it wyll bꝛynge foꝛthe, and what it will not, 
when he ſeeth both the frutes and alſo the 
trees. And whan he knoweth it ones, it is 
not for his pꝛofytte to ſtryue agaynſte god 
and nature. Foꝛ if a man doth either ſow oꝛ 
ſette that that he hath nede of, he is neuer 
the nerer to haue that that is neceſſary foꝛ 
him, except the grounde do in a maner de⸗ 
lite and take pleaſure both to bꝛing it foꝛth 
and to noꝛiſhe it. But if he can not know e 
the goodnes and fertilitie of the grounde 


by reaſon of the idelnes and negligence of 
them 
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them that haue it in hande:he ſhal oftentp - 
mes better knowe it by ſome grounde that 
is not farre from it, than of the neyghbour 
that dwellethe by it. And althoughe the 
grounde be vntilled and vnlaboured, yet it 
ſheweth his owne nature. Foꝛ that groũd, 
that bereth good wild fruttes and wedes, 
wyl bꝛing foꝛth, if it be taken hede to, and 
well tylled, other good fruites and herbes 
as wel as them. So that they that be not al 
of the beſte ſeene in houſebandry, can well 
diſcerne the nature of the grounde , So⸗ 
crates. Foꝛſothe good Iſchomachus, J 
maye be bolde to byde by this, that a man 
nedeth not to abſteyne from houfebandry, 
fot feare leſte he knowe not the nature of 
the grounde. Foꝛ I do remembꝛe, that fiſ⸗ 
ſhers, whiche be alwayes occupied in the 
ſee, the whiche comme not to beholde the 
grounde howe it is, noꝛ walke not fayꝛe z 
ſoftly, dut runne cuc thꝛough it, whan they 
ſe the fruites on the grounde, they wil not 
ſtycke to ſhewe their opiniõ of the groũd, 
whiche is good, and whiche is badde, and 
pꝛeyſe this and diſpꝛeyſe that. And J ſe 
they wyll be communyng often times with 
men, that can very good ſkyll in houſeban⸗ 
dry, andihewe them verye many thynges 
_ touchyngea good ground. Iſchomachus. 

! Where 
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where than will ye haue me to begyn good 
Socrates to declare housbadry vnto you, 
leſt J reherſe ſomwhat that ye know alre⸗ 
dy, foꝛ I perceyue, ye be right expert ther 
in: Socrates , This me thynketh bothe 
p2onitable anda very gret pleſure to lerne, 
and alſo it belongeth ſpecially to a philoſo⸗ 
pher to knowe, howe I myght, if J wold, 
by tyllynge and labourynge the grounde, 
haue very moch plenti of barly, rie, whete, 
and other come. Jichomachus . This J 
trowe ye knowe well inoughe, that falows 
ynge and ſtirryng of the grounde, helpeth 
very moche to the ſowynge © Socrates. 
Foꝛſoth ſo J do. Iſchoma. And what if we 
Mmulde begynne to falowe and plowe the 
groũd in winter? Soc. That were nought. 
Fot than the erthe ſhulde be all ſlimy. Iſc. 
And what thynke ye in ſomer? Socrates. 
Than it wolde be to harde to plough it. 
Iſchomachus. Well chan we muſt nedee 
begin in the ſpꝛinge of the yere, Socr. Ys 
mary, foꝛ then it is mooſte lykcly, that the 
grounde openneth and ſpꝛedeth his owne 
ſtrength and vertue aboute, whan it is fa⸗ 
lowedand tilled in that tyme. Iſcho. Yea 
and beſidethat good Socrates, the yonge 
wides turned yp ſo downe at that tyme, be 
as good to the ground as any W 

an 
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and they be not yet come to that ſtrength, 
that the ſede of them caſte adowne canne 
growe vp agayne, And I trowe ye knowe 
this wel inough, that if the falowinge, and 
the tyllinge of the grounde ſhuld be good, 
the grounde muſt be cleane kepte and deli⸗ 
uered from wides, and wel fauourdly hea⸗ 
ted and warmed of the ſon. So. Me thin⸗ 
keth in very dede it ſhuldbe ſo. Iſch. And 
do ye thinke, that that ca be better bꝛought 
to paſſe hy any other meane, thanne if the 
grounde be often times ſtirred in the foms 
mer © Socrates . I knowe very well, that 
the wides can neuer better wyther awaye 
and dꝛye vp, noꝛ the ground be better hea⸗ 
ted thꝛoughe the heate of the ſonne, than 
if the grounde be ploughed and ſtirred in 
the middes of ſommer, and in the myddes 
of the daye, And if any man doo falowe, 01 
digge the grounde with his owne handes, 
is it not clere inough, that be alſo muſte ſe⸗ 
perate aſonder the wides fro the ground, 
and caſte the wides abꝛode, that they may 
dꝛy vp, and turne pp ſo downe and ſty2 the 
grounde, that the ſooꝛenes and the rawe 
watriſſhenes of it may be warmed and wel 
dꝛyed vp? Iſchom. Than ye ſe well good 
Socrachowe we be bothe in one opinion, 
teuchynge falowinge and ſtyꝛryng of the 
las grounde, 
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ground, Socrates, So me thynketh:And 
touchyng ſowing, haue ye any other know 
lege 02 opinion, but that is the ſeaſon to 
ſowe, the whiche bothe men of olde unty⸗ 
quitie, appꝛouinge it by experience, and al 
they, that be nowe, takynge it of them, do 
iudge it beſte of all? Foꝛ whan the ſommer 
is ones paſt, and Septembꝛe cometh in all 
men that be in the woꝛlde do loke vpon al⸗ 
myghty god, that whan it ſhalbe his plea- 
ſure to ſende ſomme rayne, and make the 
grounde wete and moyſtie, that they maie 
fall to ſowynge euen as he commandeth it. 
Socrates. And foꝛſoth good Yichoma, all 
the men in the woꝛlde haue determined by 
one aſſente, that they wyl not ſowe, whan 
the ground is drye. And it is clere to eue⸗ 
ry man, that they take great loſſes and da⸗ 
mages, that wyl goo aboute to ſowe afoꝛe 
god byddeth them. Iſchomachus. Than 
in theſe thinges all we men do agre. Socr. 
Foꝛ in that that god teacheth, it foloweth, 
that euery man agreeth in it: As fot a ſimi⸗ 
litude, Euery man thynketh beſt to weare 
good furrcd and well lyned gowes in wine 
ter, if he be able, 7alſo to make good fire, 
if he haue wodde. Yichomachus . Yea but 

there be many,the whiche do vary in this, 
touchinge ſowinge, whether it be to 
| owe 
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ſowe in the beginninge, in the myddes, 03 
at the latter ende. Socra. And god dothe 
not ſende euery yere of one like temperat⸗ 
nes of wether. Foꝛ ſome tymes it is beſte 
to ſowe in the begynnynge, ſome tymes in 
the myddes, ſome tymes at the latter end. 
Iſchomachus. But what thynke ye beſte 
gentyll Socrates, whanne ſo euer a manne 
bathe choſen his ſowynge tyme, oꝛ euer 
moꝛe in this tyme, oꝛ nowe in this and now 
in that. whether is it beſte to ſowe moche 
ſeede oꝛ lyttel? Socrates. Me thinkethe 
beſt ot al good Iſchomachus, to diſtribute 
the ſcede, well, full, and trewelye. For J 
ſuppoſe it is a greatte deale better, to take 
coꝛne inough euer moꝛe, than fome tymes 
to moche and ſome tymes to lyttell. And 
in this poyntalſo good Socrates ſartl he, 
you beinge the lerner,do agre with me the 
teacher, and you haue ſewed your opiniõ 
afoꝛe me. Soc ratet. But what of that ſaid 
I, foꝛ in the caſtynge of the ſeede, there is 
moche counnynge 7; Iſchomachus. In any 
caſe good Socrates, lette vs loke yppon 
that. For ve knowe well, that it muſte be 
caſtc with a mannes hande. Socrat. Foꝛ⸗ 
ſoth J haue ſene it one ſo. Iſchomachus. 
But ſome can caſt it cuen, and ſom can not. 
Socrates, Wel than it lackethe nothynge 

cls 
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els but to excrcyle the hande, as harpers 
and luters do, that it may folowe the mind. 
Iſchomachus. It io very well ſayde: Bur 
what if the grounde be thinner c2 groſſer? 
Socrates. what meane you by that: Do ye 
not take the thynner foꝛ the weaker , and 
the groſſer foꝛ the ſtronger? Iſchomacus. 
That ſame meane J. Socrates, And this 
wolde J fayne hnowe of you, whether ye 
wyl grue as moche ſcede to the tone as to 
the tother, oꝛ elles wiztche of them wil ye 
gyue moꝛe vnto? Iſcho. In the wyne that 
ts ſtronge, me think eth it behoucth to put 
the moꝛe water, and the man that is ſtron⸗ 
ger mut᷑t beare the gretter burthen, if ther 
be any thynge to be caried, and ſome men 
are fed and nouriſhed with ſkiender fare, 
and the tame herin muſte be obſerucd.So⸗ 
crates. Thyme you not tyat the grounde 
waxeth ſtronger, if a mi do put moꝛe fruit 
in it, lidewiſe as moꝛles and hoꝛſes do ware 
ſtronger with cariage, that wolde Ideſire 
vou to teache me. han Iſchomacus hard 
that, he ſayd: What Socrates, ye icſt with 
me. But yet, ſar de he, take this fora very 
ſuretye, that whan a mage hathe ſcwen 
any ſeede in the grounde, loke whonne the- 
grounde hath moſte comfoꝛte of the avꝛe 
with wete and moyſtenes, if the come bee 
G. 11, greneé 
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grene newely ryſen out of the erthe, if he 
ſtyꝛre and turne it in ageyne, it is as if it 
werea ſuſtinaunce to the ground, and get⸗ 
teth as moche ſtrength by it, as if it hadde 
ben donged. Nut if ye ſuffre the grounde 
continually to bꝛing foꝛth fruite of the ſede 
it is harde foꝛ a wegke grounde to brynge 
foꝛthe moche fruite ſtyll, lyke wyſe as it is 
harde foꝛ a weake ſowe to gyue ſucke and 
ſuſtinance to many pigges, and kepe them 
fat and in good plite whan they waxe gret. 
Socrates. Ve ſay good Iſchomac. that ye 
muſt ſowe leſſe ſede on a weaker grounde. 
Iſcho. So J do in dede good Socra. and 

ye alſo did graunt it vnto me a lyttel afoꝛe, 
 whan ye ſaid; that ye thought that the wea 
keſt huldbe leaſt charged. Socr. But foꝛ 
what reaſon good Alchomac. do ye make 
diches in the coꝛne ficldes 2 Ifchoma. ye 
wotte well, that in wynter are many ſhow= 
I. Socra. what therof? Iſchomachus. 
ary therof chaunce many hurtes : foꝛ 2 
gret part of the fielde io ſurrounded with 
water, and thecoꝛne couered in mud, and 
the rootes of moche of the coꝛne ar woꝛne 
and waſhed away witz the water, and fur⸗ 
ther often times by ald of the great a⸗ 
bundaunce of watef, there cometh moche 
wides and othe 10 lotry, that ſuppꝛeſſeth 
b and 
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and diſtroyeth the coꝛne. Socrates, It is 
lyke inough, that all this ſhuld be. Iſcho. 
And thynke ye than, that the coꝛne beinge 
in that takynge, hath not nede to be Holper 
Socra. Yes mary. Iſchomachus. Than if 
the coꝛne be couered with mud, what ſhal 
we do to helpe it? Socrates. Mary eaſe 
the grounde and make it lyghter . Iſcho. 
But what if the rootes be waxed thyn and 
almoſte woꝛne away: Socrates. Than ye 
muſte caſt to moꝛe erthe, that it maye take 
roote and growe agayne. Iſchoma. But 
what if the wides and other harlotry ſuck 
vppe the moyſture from the coꝛne, lyke as 
the dꝛone bees the whiche beinge theym 
ſelfes vnpꝛofitable, do robbe away and eate 
vp the bees vitayles, that they had ſet vp 
fot to woꝛke with 2 Socrates. Mary the 
wides and harlotrye muſte be pluckte and 
cut away, lyke wyſe as the dꝛone bees are 
voided out of the hiues. Iſchoma. Thinke 
you than that we do not make the dyches 
7 ſloughes in the fieldes fot a good cauſe © 
Socrates. Foꝛſothe ſo it is, but Ithynke 
nowe in my mynde good Iſchoma. what a 
thynge it is to bꝛynge in ſimilitudes 7 line⸗ 
neſſes. Foꝛ ye haue moued me moꝛe a gret 
deale, and made me moꝛe diſpleſed ageinſt 
theſc wides, whan ye ſpake of the dꝛoone 

G ut bees, 


To reape 


One. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Xenophons treatife 

bees, than whan ye ſpake of the wides FO 
ſclfeo . But nowe after this ſayde J, har⸗ 
weit ſcion wyl come, wherfoꝛe Y pray pou 
tell me, if; ye haue any thynge to teache me 
in this matter. Iichoma , So J wyllifye 
do not ſhewe A, our ſelte, that ye know it as 
wells J. Zhts/ones ye know, that the 
come myſt alway be reaped. Socr. What 
els ; Iſchom. whether tha! muſt ye ſtand 
to reape 1t with the wynde, oꝛ agaynſte the 
wynde: Socrateg. Not agaynſt the wind, 

fot it wolde bea great peyne, as J thinke, 
both for the eies and alſo foꝛ the Hides, to 


rcape agaynſte the cares blowen downe 


with the wynde. Iſchoma. And howe wyl 
re cutte it, at the very toppes, 02 cuen by 
the grounde: © Socrates, If the ſtalke be 
ſhoꝛt, I wyll cut it alowe, that there maye 
be ſtrape inough: But if it be very hre, P 
thyake better tocutte it in the myddell, to 


thentent that nother the thꝛeſhers noꝛ the 


fanners, ſhal take moꝛe peyne in vayne tha 
nedeth, and that that remayneth, I thynke 
if it de burned, it wyl do the grounde very 
moch good, and if it be laid with the doge, 
it wyl fyl and 1 1 it. Iſchomacus. Do 
ye ſee nowe frende Socrates, how ye be 
taken in the very deede doynge, that ye 
knowe as well ao J, what longeth to rea⸗ 
pynge? 
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prnge: Socrates. In faythe F em akerde, 
leſte it be ſoo in dede: Zind ne we wyl J be 
lyke wyſe, whether J can thꝛeſche oꝛ not. 
Iſchomachus. This ye hnowe well, that 
hoꝛſes do thꝛeſſhe come. Socr. why ſhuld 


J not, and not onely hoꝛſes, but alſo moy- To tee 
les, and oxen lykwyſer I ſchomachus. Put oye, 


howe canne theſe beaſtes ſtampe well and 
thꝛeſſhe the coꝛne euen 3s they ſhuld good 
Socrates? Socrates, It is clere, that it is 
by the reaſon of theym, whyche haue the 
charge of the thꝛeſſhynge. For they do es 
uermoꝛe turne and ſtir and put vnder their 
fete that that is vnthꝛeſſhed, and ſoo they 
muſt nedes make it euen, and make an ende 
of it as quyckely as may be. Iſchomachus. 
Than as foꝛ thys buſynes, ye knowe it as 
wel as J. Socrates, Now after this good 
 Iſchomachus, let ve clenſe the coꝛne and 
wynnowe it. Iſchomachus. Tell me than 
good Socrates, do ye knowe this, that if 
ye beginne to wynowe it in that part of the 
wynowynge place, where the wynde is a- 
gaynſt you, that the chaffe wyl be ſcatered 
abꝛode thꝛoughe al the winowinge place? 
Soc. It muſte nedes. Iſch. Than it muſte 
nedes as wel fal vpon the coꝛne. So. Uery * 
lv it is no ſmall poynt to make the chaffe to 
go beyonde the coꝛne in a voyde roume of 
| | G Ut the 
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the winowynge place: But ifa man begyn 
to winowe vnder the wind, oꝛ a ſyde halfe 
of it, than it is clere, that all the chaffe will 
voydeto the place that is oꝛdeyned foꝛ it. 
Iſchomachus. But whan ye haue clenſed 
the coꝛne euen to the myddell of the wyn⸗ 
nowynge place, whether than, the coꝛne 
beinge thus ſcatered abꝛode, wyll ye wp⸗ 
nowe the remanant, oꝛ wyll ye put fyꝛſt to 
gether on a heape as narowely as can beial 
that euer is cleanc? Socratee. Foꝛſothe J 
wyll fyꝛſte put to gether on a heape al that 
is cleane, leſt parauenture the chaffe be cas 
ried about the wynowynge place, wherby 
I ſhouldebe fayne to wynowe twyle one 
thynge. Iſchomachus. Nowe than gentyl 
Socrates, ye may teache an other man, if 
ye wpll, howe be ſhall ſoneſt get his coꝛne 
clenſed. Socrates. In good ſaythe I had 
almoſt forgot, that J coude all this a gret 
whyle ago. And nowe J caſt in my minde, 
whether J haue koꝛgotten my ſelfe, that J 
can play on the harpe, playe vppon recoꝛ⸗ 
ders, peynte, and carue, and other ſcien-⸗ 
ces. Foꝛ there was neuer man, that taught 
me theſe no moꝛe than to bea bouſebande 
man. And ; ſec as well other men work in 
theyꝛ ſciences as houſebande men laboure 
the grounde. Iſchomachus. And dyd not 
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J tel you but a litel afoꝛe, that this ſcience 

of houſebandry is wonders pleaſaunte and 
very caly to lerne? Socrates. I knowe ves 

ry well good Yichomachys, that J vnder⸗ 

ſtode and coude all maner of thynges, that 

do longe to ſowynge, but J haue foꝛgotten 

my ſelfe, that I coude theym. But the ſet⸗ | 
tynge of trees ſayde J, is that any point of Settynge 
houſebandry: Iſchomachus. Fes mary. of trees. 
Socrates. Howe happencti) than, that J 

knewe well all ſuche thynges as longe to 

earynge and ſowynge, and am ignoꝛaunte 

in that that longeth to plantinge of trees: 
Iſchomachus. Be ye ignoꝛaunte in dede: 
Socrates. I muſt nedes be, ſeing I know 

not in what grounde a man ſhulde ſet atre, 

noꝛ howe depe, no: of what lengthe, no2 

what bꝛeade it be ſette in, noꝛ whan it is in 

the grounde, Howe it ſhal beſte growe and 

come vppe. Iſchoma. Wel than lerne that 

that ye knowe not. J am ſure ye haue ſene, 

what pittes they make foꝛ trees that do ſet 

them: Socrates. That I haue very many 

tymes. Iſchoma. And dyd ye neuer ſe any 

of them deper then thꝛe fote? Socrates, 

No mary J, no: yet deper than two forte 27 

ahalfe. Iſchoma. And as fo: the bꝛede did 

you euer le any bꝛoder than thꝛe fore: So⸗ 

crates, Foꝛſoth ⁊ god, neuer ſawe none 
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paſttwo fote and ahalſe bꝛode. Iſch. Now 
aunſwere me this agayn, Dyd ye euer ſea⸗ 
ny of leſſe altitude than two ſote? Soc. In 
very dede J neuer ſawe none of leſſe alty 

tude than two foote and a halfe. Foꝛ if the 
plantes were bat ſhalowe ſette they wold 
ſone be wꝛythed pp. Iſchomac. Than it is 
ap parant inoughe to you good Socrates, 
that they dygge the pyttes to ſet in trees, 
no dyper than two fote and a halfe, noꝛ no 
bꝛoder than two fote and a halfe. Socr. It 
muſte nedes be ſo, ſeinge it is ſo clere. Iſc. 
But touchynge the grounde, do ye knowe 
whiche is dꝛy and which is wete, if ye ſe it 
Socrates. Me thinketh the ground, that 
lyeth about Licabectus, ot any other that 
is lyke vnto it, is dꝛye grounde: And that 
ig called a wete grounde, the whiche lyeth 
about Phalericus, full of maris all about, 
and any other lyke vnto it. Iſch. Whether 
than wyll ye dygge vpa depe pitte to ſet in 
trees inthe dꝛye grounde oꝛ in the wete? 
Socra. In the dꝛy ground verily. Foꝛ if ye 
Muld make a dype pyt in the wete ground, 
ye ſhulde fynde water: and than ye coulde 
not ſet it in the water. Iſchoma. Me thyn⸗ 
keth ye ſar very well, And whan the pittes 

be dygged vp, ve know what treeg be mete 
for boche gronndes: Soctates. Nery wel 


Iſcho. 
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Iſcho. And if ve wolde that the tree, whis 
che ye do ſette, ſchulde growe and come vp 
well fauourdly, whether thynke ye it wyll 
better ſpꝛinge and war mighty and ſtrong, 
if ye ſette vndernethe erthe that hathe ben 
labored and occupyed atoꝛe, oꝛels ſuche as 
bath ben alway vnoccupied: Socrates, It 
is clere inoughe ſayd J, that it wyll growe 
and come vppe better by the reaſon of the 
erthe occupied, than of the grounde vnoc⸗ 
cupyed. Iſchoma. Than there muſte ſome 
erthe be put vnderneth. Soc. Why ſhuld 
it not? Iſch. But whether thynke ye, that 
the vyne bꝛaunche, the whiche ye ſette, wil 
gether rotes better, if ve ſette it ſtreyghte 
vpꝛyght, oꝛ if ye ſette it croked vnder the 
ground, ſo that it be lyke this greke letter, 
P, turned vp ſet downe: Sder. Mary euen 
ſo. Foꝛ than there ſhall be the moꝛe rootes 
1 ah erthe, wherby the plant ſhall ſtande 

be fa ſter, and ſoo many the mo braunches 
Mal ſpꝛynge vp. Iſchoma. Wel than in this 
matter wee haue bothe one opinion. But 
whether wyl ye no moꝛe but caſt the erthe 
to the plant that ye ſet, oꝛels wil ye treade 
7 rãme it harde downeę? So. Foꝛſoth J wil 
treade 7 ſtampe it harde to. fot els it were 
ieoperdy, leſt the raine wold lightly perce 
in, and ſo rotte and marre the rotes, oꝛelo 
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the ſonne dꝛyinge the erthe away from the 
rootes ofthe plante, ſhulde lewſe and vn⸗ 
faſten it, and ſo kyl it. Iſch. wel than good 
Gocratcs, we be Fothe of one opinion tou 
coynge ſettynge of vines. Socrates, And 
/ hal J ſette a fygge tree after the ſame ma 
: ner? Iſchoma. Yes J trowe, and all other 
trees lyke e Ink if ye can ſette vynes 
well, what other ſettyng is there but that 
ye may take it vpon you lyke wiſe? Socra. 
But howe ſhulde we ſet olyuc trees good 
Iſchomachus: I pꝛay vou pꝛoue afoꝛe a⸗ 
ny thynge, whether J can any ſkylle ther⸗ 
in. Iſcho. Ye ſe how there is a good depe 
pytte digged foꝛ an olyue tree, Y wote wel 
14 ye coude not choſe but ſe it, ſeinge they be 
1 dig ged euen by the highe waies ſyde. Alſo 
| ye ſe howe the very ſtockes of the olyues 
Y be ſette in the ſertynge place. Und farther 
re ſe how there is clay laide vpon the top = 
pes of tem: And how of all trees that be 
lanted, there are none couered aboue, but 
bnety the ſame. Socrates. All this J le 
well Yſchomach. And whan ye le it, what 
ſhulde be the let, that ye ſhulde not knowe 
it: cxccpte paraduenture ye canncnot tell 
howe to clappe a ſhell faſt to the clay, that 
is ſet on the voppe therof 2 Socrates. By 
my faythe, of ali this that ye haue ſpoken, 
= there 
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there is nothynge but J knowe it. And 
nowe J caſte in my mynde agayne, what is 
the cauſe, that whan ye aſked me but a lyt⸗ 
tell afoꝛe in genefall, whether I coude ſet 
trees, I ſayd no. Foꝛ me thought I coude 
not tell, howe a man ſhuld ſette trees. But 
after ve beganne to enquere of me eyerye 
thynge by it ſelfe, J aunſwered pou accoꝛ⸗ 
dynge to your mynde, and to your own o⸗ 
pimon,the whiche is called the moſte par- 
fecte houſeband man, that is nowe at this 
day aliue. Is not my chaunce good Iſch. 
ſayde J, aſkinge a maner of teching? Foz - 
J haue lerned and canne well nowe euerye 
thynge by it ſelfe, what ſo euer ye haue de⸗ 
maunded of me. For ye leade me by ſuche 
thynges as ; am ſkilled in and vnderſtãd, 
vnto ſuche thynges as J perceyued not: 
and ſoo ye perſwade and make me belcue, 
that I knowe them as well as the tother. 
Iſchomachus. Well, thynke ye, that if J 
aſked you after the ſame maner, touchinge 
ſyluer oꝛ golde, whiche is good and whi⸗ 
che is badde, that J coude perſwade you, 
that ye bea good finer of golde and ſiluer? 
nd agayne, g coude not perſwade vou, it 
J aſked you neuer ſo moch, that ye canne 
playe ypon recoꝛders, oꝛ that ye can peint, 


oꝛ do any ſuche thynges. Socra. Parad⸗ 
nenture 
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nenture yes. Sor ve haue per ſwaded me, 
that Þ haue well'tlc ſcience of houſeban— | 
dꝛy:and yer J knowe well, that there was 
neuer any body, that taugt me that ſciẽce. 
Iſchomacus. It is not ſo good Socrates: 
Foꝛ J haue tolde you a pꝛaty whyle agoo, 
that bouſbandry is ſo pleaſante and ſoo fa- 
myliar a ſcience, that they, the whiche doo 
eyther ſe it, oꝛ here tel of it be euen 2 

by wel lerned in it. And alſo it ſgeweth ma⸗ 
ny thynges it ſelfe foꝛ a man to icrne bowe 
to oꝛder it beſte, Foꝛ euen at the fyꝛſte the 
vine, the which crepeth vpon the trees, if 
there be any neere hande, ſheweth, that it 
woulde be holpen vppe and ſuſteined. And 
whanne it ſpredeth abꝛode his leaues and 
bꝛaunches, the grapes beinge yet but very 
tender, it ſſewethe, that in that ſcaſon, it 
woulde haue hadbwe made there vnto it. 
where a5 theheute of the ſonne lyeth ſoꝛe 
vp on it. And whag it is tyme foꝛ the gra⸗ 
pes to war rype and ſwete, the whiche is 
cauſed onely by heatc of the ſonne, it let⸗ 
teth the leaues falle, to teache the houſe- 
band men, that it woulde be lyghtned and 
eaſed, that the fruite mate the berter waxe 
rype. And whan that by the reaſon it hath 
diꝛought forth moch fruite, and ſome ar ris 


0 and ſome not, it ſſewetd, dat two clou 
ſters, 
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ſters that be ripe, muſt be gathered, like ag 
on fygge trees they muſt be taken downe, 
that be ripe and redy to be gathered. Sos 
crates. Howe can this be, good Iſchema⸗ 
chus, if houſcban:'ry be lo eaſy to lerne, z 
euery man knoweth what is to be done, as 
well one as an other, that they haue not a 
lyuinge by it alla lyke? Foꝛ ſome haue gret 
plenty and lyne welthylye, and other ſome 
haue ſcantiy ſo moche as they nede, and be 
in dette to other men? Iſchomachus. a⸗ 
ry I wyll tell you good Socrates, it is no⸗ 
ther the knowlege noꝛ lecke of knowlege 
of houſebande menne, that makethe ſome 
of theim reche and ſome pooꝛe. Foꝛ ye ſhal 
not lyghtly here ſuche a tale go about, that 
ſuche a mannes houſe is vndoone, bycauſe 
be hath not ſowed euen: oꝛ bycauſe that he 
hath not well ſette oꝛ planted his trees: oꝛ 
bycauſe he knewe not what grounde was 
good fo: vines, he bath ſet his ina naugh⸗ 
ty grounde: oꝛ bycauſe he knewe not, that 
it was good to falowe the grounde befoꝛe 
he dydde ſowe it: oꝛ bycauſe he knewe not, 
that it was good to dounge it. But this ye 
may here often tymes very wel. This man 
getteth no crop on his grounde this yere. 
Foꝛ he hath made no pꝛouiſpon to gette it 
lowed, oꝛ to get it dounged. And agayne: 

This 
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This man getteth no wyne. For he nother 
careth to plante any vines in his grounde, 
noꝛ ſeeth nothynge to thoſe that be alredy 
planted, to make tpem bꝛynge foꝛthe ſome 
fruite. This man hath no oyle. This man 
hath no fygges: For he wyll take no peyn 
noꝛ apply his minde to haue any. Theſe be 
the cauſes good Socrates, that make one 
houfebande man to differ from an other, 7 
to be alſo vnlyke in ſubſtance and in riches, 
a great deale moꝛe, than yf any of theym ſe⸗ 
med to be experter in his woꝛkes and buſt 
neſſes. And of the capitaynes of war lyke 
wyſe, there be many, the which haue egal⸗ 
ly good wytte and very good ſyghte in ſu⸗ 
che thynges as do longe to warre, and yet 
there be ſome of theym better and ſomme 
woꝛſe, and that is thꝛough the diuerſity of 
takynge hede and of dilygence. Foꝛ ſuche 
thynges as all capytaynes do knowe, and 
alſo the mooſte parte of theym, that were 
neuer in that dighitte, ſome capytaynes do 
thẽ and ſome not. As thus. Al they know, 
that it is better foꝛ them, that ſhall leade an 
armye thꝛoughe they? ennemyes lande, to 
marche foꝛwarde in good oꝛder and array: 
that they may be alway redy to fyghte, yf 
nede be. And yet ſome of them that knowe 


this very wel, do it, and ſome do not. _ 
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Alfoall they knowe, that it is beſt to kepe 
watches and ſcoutwatches both by nyght 
and by daye : Und yet ſome of them ſe well 
to, that it be ſurely kepte, and ſome do not. 

Agayne, whanne they leade theyꝛ armye 

thꝛoughe narrowe places, ve ſhalal moſte 

fynde none, but that he knoweth, it is bet⸗ 

ter to pꝛeuente theyꝛ ennemyes be tymes 
than to late, And yet ſome of thẽ do their 

dilygence, that they maye ſo do, and ſome 

do not. And lyke wyſe of doungynge. Cue⸗ 
ry man ſaieth, it is very good and neceſſary 

foꝛ the grounde to dunge it. And they ſe, 

howe men maye haue it bothe of beaſtes in 
his owne kynde, and alſo tinde other mea⸗ 
nes to haue it, and make eaſyly a very gret 
deale therof. And yet ſome take hede, that 
it be gethered, and ſome lette it paſſe, and 
care not fot it. Vet god ſendeth rayne from 
aboue, and all maner of holowe grounde 
receyueth it, and kepeth it, and waxeth a 
pouddell with it. The grounde bꝛyngeth 
foꝛth all maner of wydes and naughty har⸗ 
lotry, And he that wyll ſowe, muſte fyꝛſte 
rydde and purge the grounde, and ſuche 
wydes and thinges as he gethereth out of 
the lande, if he caſte them into the water, 
in pꝛoces of tyme, it woll be as good, and 
as holſome tothe grounde, as any doun⸗ 


E gynge. 
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gyng. Fort what wydes be there, oꝛ what 
grounde is it, th at wyll not become donge 
in very dede, if it be caſte in to ſtandynge 
water? Moꝛe ouer what remedy is there; 
if the grounde be to weete to ſowe in it, oꝛ 
to ſoure to ſet trees in it? Euery man kno⸗ 
weth, that ro water muſte be voyded out 
by makyng of dytches and ſloughes pours 
poſely therfoꝛe: and howe the ſourenes is 
miniſt ed and mitigated, if al maner of thin⸗ 
ges, the whych be not ſoure, whether they 
de dꝛye oꝛ wete, be myngled there with. 
And ſome houſebandes take good hede to 
this, and ſome regarde it not. But if a man 
knowe neuer a whit, what the ground wyll 
bꝛyng foꝛth, noꝛ can ſe nother fruit noꝛ tre 
in it, noꝛ ſpeke with no man, that ſhall tell 
bym the trouth of it: is it not farre a great 
deale eaſper to haue a pꝛoffe of it, than ey⸗ 
ther of ahoꝛs oꝛ a mã:? Fot that that it ſe⸗ 
weth, it is not ſhewed falſely and coloꝛably 
but tilled, it ſeweth the very trouth, with 
out any fayninge, what it can bꝛynge foꝛth, 
and what not. And foꝛſothe me thynketh, 
that the grounde doth beſt examine, which 
be good, and uo — vnthꝛyfty houſebã⸗ 
des, in that that it ſetteth foꝛth al maner of 
thynge fo caſy to be lerned, and ſo ſoone to 
be knowen. Foꝛ it ts not in housbãdꝛy as it 

L 


of houſeholde. 5 

is in other craftes, that they, the whiche 
do not worke, may excuſe them ſelfes, and 
ſay, that they can not ſkylto do it:but eue⸗ 
ry man knoweth, that if the ground be wel 
tylled ⁊ bouſebandly badled, it ſheweth vs 
pleaſure agayn for it. And ſurely housban⸗ 
dꝛy is it, that beſte moneth a mans vnluſty 
coꝛage and fluggiſhediſpoſition. For there 
is no man can perſwade bym ſelfe, that a 
man can lyue without ſuche thynges as be 
. neceſſary. Put he that hath no ſciẽce, wher 
by be maye gette his lyuynge, noꝛ wyl not 
fal tòõ houſebandry:it is clere, he is eyther 
a ſtarte foole, oꝛels he purpoſeth to gette 
his lyuynge by robbynge and ſtelynge, oꝛ⸗ 
els bybeggynge. Moe ouer, ſayde he, it 
made gretly to the matter, concerning the 
gettynge oꝛ loſynge by houſebandry, that 
«han ther haue many laboꝛers and ſeruã⸗ 
tes, that the tone taketh good hede, that 
bis worke men be let to their woꝛke in due 
ſeaſon and tyme, and the tother dothe not. 
8 oꝛ that man is better than ten other, that 

alleth to his woꝛke in ſeaſon, And that mã 
is. farre worſe than an other, the which ſuf⸗ 
freth his woꝛkemen to leaue their woꝛke 
and go they: way ouer tymely. And as for 
betwene hym, that ſuffreth his woꝛke men 
and labourers to tryfpll awaye the daye, 
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and hym that wyll not, there is as greatte 
difference, as betwene the holle woꝛke fi⸗ 
niſned and the hafle of it: Lykewyſe as in 
lourneying bythe way in fyfry myle ſpace, 
two men, whiche go bothe one waye, and 
thoughe they be bothe as ſwyfte, as hole, 
as yonge, and as luſty, the tone as the to⸗ 
ther: yet the tone ſhall ouer go the tother 
xxv.myle ina day, if the tone goth on bis 
tourncy luſtyly, and the tother for ſlouthe 
and cherilſhynge of hym ſelfe, reſteth by 
the way, beſydes ſpꝛinges and fountaines, 
and ſeketh fo: hadowes and ſofte windes 
to refreſſhe bem with. Lyke wyſe in woꝛ⸗ 
kynge there is greate oddes, whan a man 
dothe applye luſtyly his woꝛke, and whan 
he dothe not, and rather fy ndeth excuſes, 
why he ſhulde not woꝛke, and ſuffereth his 
folke euery daye to trifle forth the tyme . 
And as fo: to woꝛke well and diligentely, 
02 to woꝛke naught and negligently , there 
is as greate dyfference betwene theſe two 
thynges, as is betwene hym that wotketh 
and hym that woꝛketh neuer a whytte. For 
whan they go about to clenſe the vines frõ 
wydes and harlotry, if they digge in ſuchs 
wyſe that therby growe vp mo and greats 
ter wiges than didde befoꝛe, why maye it 
not be id, that they were idle ⁊ wꝛought 
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neuer a whytte. And ther foꝛe theſe be he 
thynges, by the whiche many mens hous⸗ 
holdes be a great deale rather vndone, thã 
foꝛ lacke of ſcience oꝛ of great knowledge. 
Foꝛa man that is at great coſtes and char⸗ 
ges in his houſe, and can not gette as mos 
che, nother by his rentes, noꝛ by his hous⸗ 
bandry, as wyll fynde hym and his meyny, 
it is no maruayle, if in the ſtede of greatte 
plenty and riches, he fall into extreme po⸗ 
uertie. But vnto ſuche men as wyll dyly⸗ 
gentlye apply them ſelfe to houſebandry, 
and increaſe theyꝛ ſubſtaunce, and ſhoꝛtely 
ware riche therby, my father ſhcwed ſome 


tyme a good pꝛecepte, the whiche alſo he 


taught vnto me. e counſayled me, that J 
ſnulde neuer bye that ground, the whyche 
hath benne well laboured and tylled, but 


ſuche à grounde, as remayned vnlaboured 


and vntilled, either thꝛoughe theyꝛnegly⸗ 
gence, that owed it, oꝛ elles bycauſe they 
were not able to do it. Foꝛ the ground that 
is well tylled and dyght, wyll coſte moche 
moꝛe money, and yet it is than euen at the 


beſte: And the grounde, that can waxe no 


better, can not make a man to haue fo mo⸗ 
che pleaſure, and to retoyce ſoo moche, as 
the tother doth, whiche waxeth better and 
better. Foꝛ he thought, that all maner of 
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goodes, whether it be lande oꝛ cattell, the 
whyche do encreace and waxe better, cau⸗ 
ſeth a man to haue moꝛe pleaſure and ioye 
in it. And there is nothynge, that increa⸗ 
ſeth moꝛe than doth that grounde, the whi 
che laye befoꝛe vntylled and vndyght, and 
nowe is waxed good and frutefull. And be 
ve ſure of this good Socra. that we haue 
often tymes made moche lande, that we 
haue boughte, a greatte deale moꝛe worth 
than the pꝛice that it was bought foꝛ at the 
fyꝛſte. And this caſte, that is not ſo nota⸗ 
ble, 2 ſo pꝛofitable, is ſo ealy to lerne, that 
nowe ye haue ones harde it: ye canne it as 
well as J, and maye teache it vnto other, 
if ve lyſte. But as for my father, he neuer 
lerned it of none other man, noꝛ neuer ſpẽt 
great ſtudy to fynde it oute: But bycauſe 
his mynd was greatly ſet ypon houſeban⸗ 
dꝛy. and alſo he had a pleaſure to laboure, 
he ſayd, he deſyꝛed to haue ſuche a groũd, 
that both he myght haue ſomewhat to do, 
and alſo that the ptofytte commynge of it, 
might reioyce him, Foz me thinketh good 
Socrates, that of al the Atheniens, my fas 
thers minde was moſte ſet vpon housban⸗ 
dꝛy, euen of his owne nature. Socrates, 
And whan J hard that, I aſked him:whes 
ther dyd your 82 1 kepe ſtyll to hym ſelf 
any 
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any of it, if he coulde get moche money foꝛ 
ie? Iſchomachus. Y es mary, he did ſel ſom 
of it nowe and than: z immediately after he 
wolde bye an other piece, that lay vntilled 
and vndyghte, bycauſe his mynde was ſo 
moche ſet to laboure and to houſebandrye. 
Socrates . Foꝛſothe good Iſchomachus, 
yeſhewe me herea maruaylous deſire and 
affection, that your father hadde to houſes 
bandry, none otherwiſe as me thynketbe, 
than ſome marchauntes myndes be ſet yp= 
pon wheate . Foz marchaunte men by the 
reaſon that they: hartes is ſoꝛe fixed vpon 
wheate, where ſo euer they here that ther 
is moſte wheate, thyther wyll they in anye 
wyſe reſoꝛte, and wyll not ſtycke for daun⸗ 
ger to paſſe any ſee what ſo euer it be. And 
whan they haue bought vp as moche ther 
ofas they can get, they ſhyp it in the ſelfe 
ſame ſhyppe, that they ſayle in them ſclfe, 
and ſo bꝛyng it home. And whan they haue 
nede of money, Itrowe they do not ſel it a 
way raſſhely, not caryng in what place, as 
though they deſyꝛed to be lightely diſpat⸗ 


ched therof: but they bꝛynge it thyther to 
ſell, where they here, that wheate is at a 
great pꝛice, and where as men wolde very 
fayne haue it. Iſcho. Wel Socrat, ye ieſte 
with me: but yet me thinketh he loueth the 

H. uii. maſons 
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maſons craffgneugr the worſe, that buyl⸗ 


deth houſes and ſelleth them, and maketh 
newe agayne after warde. Socrates. By 
my faythe I ſwere to vou good Iſchoma. 
I beleue you very well, in that ye thynke, 
that euery manne loucth beſte, and ſetteth 
his mynde moſte vpon that thynge, wher⸗ 
by he thynkethe to gette any great pꝛofyt. 
But nowe J conſyder in my mynde, howe 
well al your communication hath ſerued to 
the purpoſe and grounde of this matter. 
For youre grounde and begynnynge was, 
that the ſcience of bouſebandry is ſooneſte 
and beſt lerned of ali other ſciences ; And 
now by the reaſs of that that ye haue ſaid, 
J am vtterly perſwaded, that it is ſo. Foꝛ⸗ 
ſothe ſayde J ſchomachus, it is ſo in verye 
dede. But as foꝛthat thyng that is egally 
common to all mens dedes, whether it be 
in the exercyſe of houſebandrye, 02 inthe 
oꝛderynge of an houſe, oꝛ i in the gouerning 
of acitie, oꝛ in the knowledge and ſcience 
of feates of warre, J graunt you very wel, 
that there be ſomme men, that haue a farre 
better wytte, a farre better caſte and poli⸗ 
cy, and knowe better howe to rule and cõ⸗ 
maunde, than ſomme cther doo. Lykeas 
ina galey whan they be on the ſe, and muſt 


dꝛyue as farre with ooꝛes in a dare as they 
ſhoulde 
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ſhulde ſayle, there be ſome, that be ſette to 
comfoꝛte and courage them, the whiche 
haue ſo good grace bothe in their woꝛdes 
and in theyꝛ dedes, that they ſo quickẽ and 
encourage men, that they laboure with all 
they: verye hartes. And there be other 
ſome ſo groſſe and ſo rude, that they wyll 
be twyſe as longe in makynge of theyꝛ vi⸗ 
age as the tother were. And as foꝛ the to⸗ 
ther, they come downe ruſſhynge meryly, 
ſpweatynge and pꝛeyſynge one an other. 
And as foꝛ theſe felowes they come down 
layſerly, and they neuer ſweate foꝛ the mat⸗ 
ter, they hate the mayſter of the galey, and 
he agayn hateth them. And after the ſame 
maner there be ſome Capytaynes, that do 
differ one from an other. Fo: there be ſom, 
that can not bꝛyng it to paſſe to make their 
ſouldiours gladde to take peine, noꝛ to put 
them ſelfe in teopardy, but euen very than 
wha they ci not choſe, but they wil rather 
boſt them ſelfe, and take it foꝛ a gret pꝛeiſe, 
that they maye contrarye the Capytaynes 
mynde, noꝛ the capitavnes can not inſtruct 
them to be aſſhamed, if any thynge misfoꝛ⸗ 
tune, that is woꝛthy of rebuke. But there 
be other, whyche be good, wyſe, and poly 
tyke capytay nes, the which if they take in 
hande the ſelfe ſame men, oꝛ paraduenture 
. v o other, 
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other, as they do often tymes, they wyll 
make them to beaſhamed to doany thyng, 
that houlde turne to they: rebuke, and to 
thynkethat it is beſte foꝛ theym, both to be 
obediente euery one of them by him ſelfe, 
and whanne nede requireth to take peyne, 
gladdely to do it all to gether with a verpe 
good wyl. And lykewyſe as there be ſome 
pꝛyuate men, the whyche of theyꝛ own na⸗ 
ture, be gladde to take laboure and peyne, 
ſoa good capitayne engendreth this affe⸗ 
ction in all his hoſtis mynde, that they be 
gladde to be put to peyne, and they coueyt 
nothynge els ſo moche, as to be pꝛeiſed foꝛ 
ſome greatte and notable acte, done in the 
ſyght of theyꝛ capitaine. And what ſo euer 
capitaynes they be, that haue ſuch men of 
warre vnder theym, beryng to them ward 
ſo good mynde and fauour, I ſaye they in 
very dedebemyghty and ſtronge: and not 
they, the whyche haue a great mighty bo⸗ 
dy, and can thꝛowe a darte, and ſhote ver 
well: Ho: they that haue good hoꝛſes, an 
can runne with a ſpeare and iuſte afoꝛe any 
man: but ther that can bꝛynge theyꝛ ſoudi⸗ 
ours into ſuche affection and beleue, that 
they wolde gladly folowe theym through 
fyꝛe and water, andthꝛoughe all maner of 
daunger . Suche men maye well be called 


bardy 
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hardy and valyaunte, that haue ſoo manye * 
bolde men redy and pꝛeſte to do what ſoo 
euer they commaunde. And it may well be 
ſayde, that he goth foꝛward with a mygh⸗ 
ty ſtronge hande, that bath ſoo many han⸗ 
des folowynge hym ready at his pleaſure. 
Andhe maye be called a very greatte man 
in dede, the whiche doth very great actes, 
more by prudence and wyſedome, thanne 
thꝛoughe the ſtrength of his body . Moꝛe 
ouer, whether he bea debytie oꝛ a ruler, 
that can make men redy and gladde to ap⸗ 
plye theyꝛ worke, and bꝛynge them to con 
tynue well in it, they be thoſe, that hal ſo⸗ 
neſte gette goodes, and growe to greatte 
ſubſtaunce. And as foꝛ the mayſter, if he be 
ſuchea man, that can well punyſſhe the la⸗ 
bourers, that do nought, and reward them 
that do very well, yet whan he cometh to 
the wotkes, if the labourers do make noo 
ſhewe of it, J wyll not ſet greatly by hym: 
but he, the whiche whan they do ſe hym, 
they be all moued and ſtirred vp, and haue 
a gret courage and deſire one to do better 
than an other, and a feruente mynde to be 
pꝛeyſed aboue al, I ſay, that that man hath 
ſomme thynge of the diſpoſition longynge 
to a kynge. And me thynkethe it is a very 
great poynt in al maner of thinges, that be 
done 
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done by the helpe of men, as well as it is 
in houſebandry. And to obteyne it, verily 
J wyll not ſape, as J haue dooen u houſes 
bandry , that a manihalllerne it, if be ones 
ſeeth it, oꝛ hereth it tolde, But J ſaye; he 
that wyll be able to do it, hadde nede to be 
very well inſtructe, and eke to be ofa good 
gentyll nature, and that is mooſte of al, to 
haue a very great grace and gyfte of god. 
Foꝛ me thynketh, this grace cometh not 
all of man, to rule and gouerne ſo, that mien 

very gladly wyl be obedient, but it is ra⸗ 
ther a ſpeciall gyfte of almyghty god: 
and graunteth it vnto them that be 
indowed with vertue and tem⸗ 
peraunce. But to rule men 
ty:anouſly ag aynſt their 
wylles, he putteth 
them vnto it (as 
that he 
ingeth worthy, as they ſay, that 
Tantalus dryueth. forthe 
the tyme in helle, be⸗ 
inge alwaye aferd 
to dye twiſe. 
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